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Nothing ever “gets done” of itself. Whatever 
result is attained, some one has done it. The great 
bane to the serious business of life is the cry, by those 
who shirk’ their part, “It will get done somehow.” 
Any one who is conscientious about bearing his share 
of the world’s burden knows that what he does is 
done by him, however much others may suppose that 
it “gets done.” And he who realizes the personal 
cost, to some one, of everything accomplished, is not 
likely to shirk his part in the vague confidence that 
it will get done somehow—without that personal cost 
to some one. 


We cannot rightfully claim to have done great 
things, or to be above our fellows in attained charac- 
ter; but we have a right to desire and to strive to 
be and to do a great deal better than those around 
“us. © A lofty aim is worthy of us, even though a lofty 
claim is not eo.' “Sit not down in the popular seats 
and common level of virtues,” says Sir Thomas 
Browne, “ but endeavor to make them heroical.” It 





standard should be below our aspirations and en- 
deavors. 


“What hast thou that thou didst not receive?” 
At the best, all of us are living on the gifts that have 
been made to us. Yet how many men there are who 
pride themselves on being self-made men, or on not 
having had help from anybody in their progress in 
life! Did any man make his own physical organiza- 
tion? Did he create, or even choose, his mental 
qualities, or his powers of persistency? Did he bestow 
on others, with whom he has had to do, those better 
traits of theirs which have prompted them to be his 
helpers instead of his hinderers? What experience 
in any man’s life has been one where he was depend- 
ent for success on neither God nor his fellow-man ? 
The man who says he owes nothing to any one else 
for what he is pr has, is as ungrateful as the proud- 
spirited “respectable” beggar who always prefaces 
his request for fresh aid with the remark, “ Remember 
that I can only take this as a loan. I could never 
receive charity from anybody.” 


Is there ever a time when we are better able to 
take care of ourselves than when we are asleep? Are 
not temptations and bodily risks then reduced to a 
minimum? Yet-how prone we are to give children 
the impression that our peculiar helplessness during 
the night watches is a reason for trusting in God’s 
peculiar care over us, while in daytime we are more 
competent to look out for ourselves, and therefore 
ought to doso. A little girl of four years old lately 
asked how it was that God took care of her all night 
but when she got awake he was always gone. It was 
impossib‘e to her to find her heavenly Protector one 
moment behind time in withdrawing from his watch 
when she became capable of taking care of herself. 
And here is just the danger in too strongly empha- 
sizing one side of a precious truth to the neglect of 
the other side. Because we lose consciousness during 
sleep, we fancy that God is our only dependence,— 
and he is. But because we have our (sinful) con- 
sciousness during our waking hours, we ought to know 
‘that we can place no dependence upon ourselves then, 
—whatever we may do in the hours of slumber. 


“Set Jehu to pulling down idols, and see how 
zealous, he can be,” says an old Puritan. Mere 
earnestness and enthusiasm about religious things 
furnish no proof that the heart is right with God. 
In times of controversial excitemtnt, the carnal na- 
ture of man will be as warmly enlisted on the side of 


the horror of religious wars, that they gave the basest 
passions of dur human nature the opportunity to 
cloak themselves under the most sacred associations, 
Human malice was all the more malicious when it 
excused itself under the pretense of sacred motives. 
We all need to watch ourselves in this matter of our 
zeal, our earnestness. The Jews, like the Moslems, 
were disposed to regard all zeal as the outflow of a 
divine inspiration. Our Lord and his apostles warn 
us of the mistake. James reprobates “ bitter zeal.” 





is not enough to be as good asthe average man. Our | 


striving should be after completeness in character 
and spotlessness in gonduct, Anything below this 


Paul draws the line sharply when he says “it is a 
| good thing to be zealously affected in a good work,” 


party as any higher element of our nature. This was’ 





cuting the Church. In our days, earnestness is the 
equivalent term most in use; and it has become the 


fashion to praise this independently of the wisdom of 


the man’s purpose and the usefulness of his life. In 
an age conscious of 


“The unlit lamp and the ungirt loin,” 
this admiration for mere earnestness is natural, But 
it does much to extend the influence of very mis- 


chievous people, and much to confuse our own judg- 
ment as to the worth of our own motives. : 





THE POWER OF CHRIST’S RESURRECTION, 


The disciples, when driven from Jerusalem by the 
persecution of Herod, went everywhere “ preaching 
Jesus and the resurrection.” They recognized in the 
rising again of their Master from the dead the most 
striking fact in their message to mankind, and the 
fact that was most peculiar to the gospel. Something 
like the divine sorrow and suffering of Calvary was 
already anticipated in the pagan religions, . A god, 
slain in his. youth, was worshiped everywhere with 
lamentations and songs of sorrow. Ezekiel had a 
vision of the women of Jerusalem “ weeping for Tam- 
muz” in the very courts of the temple itself. As 
Tammuz, or Attys, or Linus, or Adonis, he was be- 
wailed in every tongue and at. nearly every notable — 
religious center of Western Asia and Greece. Inall 
this there was a certain blind groping after the great 
truth of the divine sacrifice, but, of course, no per- 
ception of its true significance as the means of remis- 
sion of sin and access to God. It was exactly what 


’|Goethe miscalled Christianity ‘the worship of 


sorrow.” 

So our old Teutonic and Norse forefathers lamented 
the death of Baldey, the brigltt sun-god of joy and 
warmth, who had fallen by the treachery of the spirit 
of evil and malice. But they got no farther than his 
death in the really authentic versioh of their my- 
thology. With that death heaven and earth were for- 
ever desolate. The “reign of the Wolf” began, and 
the powers of the outer darkness overwhelmed the 
gods themselves in the last great battle of the confliet 
which occupies the life of both man and the gods, 
In their view, it was the part of a true man to side 
with the gods, because “good was grander in defeat 
than evil could be in victory.” There was a Stoic 
nobleness in their attitude, but no hopefulness of out- 
look. “ Balder is dead!” was the last word of their 
religion. 

“Christ that died, yea rather, that is risen again,” 
was the good news of the new faith which won them 
toanobler hope. The rising again of Christ is the 
visible symbol of the triumph of good over evil in our 
world and for our race. The conflict which seemed 
to culminate in his death stands alone in the world’s 
moral history. In every other struggle there has 
been a mixture of good with evil on both sides. Some- 
thing of wrong has clung to the champions of the best 
causes ; some fragment of right, some perception of a 
half-truth, has animated the upholders of the worst. 
Once, and once only, in the world’s history, was abso- 
lute and unsullied goodness arrayed against every 
form and manner of human evil. And, to all out- 
ward seenfing, evil had won its complete triumph. 





and speaks of the evil zeal he had shown in perse-! 


They sealed the tomb, they washed their hands, they 
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troubler of their peace and disturber of their con- 
sciences was disposed of, ‘He was out of their way 
once and for all, 

What if Christ had not risen, had not been “ de- 
clared to be the Son of God with power, according to 
the spirit of holiness, by the resurrection from the 
dead”? Then the heart of hope might well have 
died out of the breasts of men. It would have been 
manifest that evil was the mightier, that it actually 
controlled the course of the world, and that its tri- 
umphs were to form the substance of human history. 
It would have heen the symbol of the world’s moral 
despair. Men would have said, with Matthew Arnold: 

“Now He is dead! Far hence he lies 
In the lone Syrian town, 
And on his grave, with shining eyes, 
The Syrian stars look down, 


és 


“In vain men still, with hoping new, 
Regard his death-place dumb, 
And say the stone is not yet to, 
And wait for words to come.” 

And Arnold admits that the loss of faith in the 
fisen Christ is the loss of the grandest source of hope 
for the race. Out of his own disbelief grew for him 
thé cheerlsss moral despair of his manhood’s years, 
hia surrender of faith in any divine help to overcome 
the evil in our own hearts. In effect it carried him 
back to the faith—nobly stoic, but utterly cheerless 
—of our pagan forefathers, and led one of our own 
poets to speak of him as 

“Yet loyal to his own despair, 
; Erect beneath a darkened sky.” 

“Christ is risen!” These are the words of greeting 
with which Christians used to greet each other on 
each new Easter-day. They are the words of the 
grandest prophecy for the race and for each of us. 
He rises not alone. A resurrection life fills his 
church, touching the lives of his people in the most 
secret places and to the finest issues. They are raised 

up with him, and made to sit.in the heavenlies with 
him. No base earthward desires need’ prevail over 
their spiritual life, which is quickened through him 
because of“ the power of his resurrection.” By many 
phrases and forms of thought the apostles labor to 
emphasize the unbounded significance of the resurrec- 
tion and its far-reaching effect on human life,—on 
human lives. It is not to them an isolated fact of 
history; it is a very truth of spiritual experience. 
He is the ‘irst-fruits of them that slept, and all are to 
be made alive through him unto God. Being risen 
with him, we are therefore to set our affections on 
things above, because our life is hid with him in God. 
Hence the old prayer for Easter Day, that the God 
who has vaised him will not only put into our minds 
good desires, but, by special grace preventing us, bring 
the same to good effect. The whole spiritual life of 
his people is to be wakened up to a new fruitfulness 
by this new power of the spiritual springtide which 
breaks over the earth from the open tomb of the Son 
of God. 

Easter is the festival of hope. It bids us behold 
the world, our own lives, the lives of our fellow-men, 
in the light of the resurrection dawn. It prophecies 
the substantial victory of good over the evil there is 
in the world and in our hearts. It tells us that God 
brings his victories out of what seem the defeats of 
the good cause, It foreshadows the day when he 
shall have put all enemies under his feet, to reign 
over a joyful and willing people, filled with the risen 
life of the Son of God. 





NCTES ON OPEN LETTERS. 


Tt does seem strange that so many of the men and 
women of the Bible story—even those who were chosen 
or used of God for an important part in his work in the 
world—were at the best full of faults, and in many a case 
guilty of flagrant sins. If we were to arrange the plan 
of a new Bible, we should be inclined to have only good 
persons represented as in God’s service, while elsewhere 
were all the bad ones. But the Bible is arranged accord- 


Ss eae Gar wicks setae i A Bible student from | 1 
New York State seeks help at tinis point. - He says: . 


Can you help me with any light on the two following queries? 
How was it that our divine Saviour chose as his disciple, and 
sanctioned as treasurer of his little band, a man who was a 
thief, and who afterwards became his betrayer? Did that 
prophet of God, Elisha, know what kind of aman he had as 
his confidential servant so many years ? 


Tt is not for any of us to be wise above that which is 
written, or to speak with positiveness of a matter which 
is not explained inithe Bible text; hence we cannot say 
that it was this or that reason which mainly influenced 
our Lord in his choice of Judas as an apostle. But we 
can say that the day of perfect men had not then arrived, 
and that our Lord selected from those who were avail- 
able in his earthly field twelve men of various degrees of 
imperfection, not one of them b<'ng all thata man vught 
tobe. The result illustrated the truth that enviror ment 
does not make the man, and that the place of highest 
spiritual privilege does not secure purity of character or 
correctness of conduct to him who occupies it. It is 
evident that our Lord did not wish to have it understood 
that membership in his earthly church is proof of a 
man’s ‘holiness of life, or that. prominence in Christian 
activities will save a man from ruin. And how much 
more of help there is to us all in the lessons of that band 
of first disciples, than there could be if they had been 
only faultless persons! “I may turn out a Peter, but I 
don’t think I shall ever be a Judas,” said a young 
believer, as he announced his purpose of being a dis- 
ciple of the Lord Jesus. And he might have added, 
“Bat I will strive to be like John, whom Jesus loved.” 
As to Elisha, we have no reason to suppose that he read 
the heart of Gehazi, save as it was slowly disclosed in 
his conduct. Even Elijah was in doubt to the last as to 
what would be Elisha’s earthly future; and Elisha was 
certainly ignorant of the special need‘of the Shunam- 
mite woman as she lay at his feet with a prayer for his 
help. Why the prophet Elisha had so unworthy an 
assistant, and why our Lord chose such weak and erring 
disciples as he did, we cannot yet know; but, in all our 
questioning, those of us who are without sin can show 
our pious zeal and: holy love by casting stones at the 
religions workers of old time who were so much less 
worthy than we are. 


God’s word does not change in its meaning, but man’s 
understanding of that meaning does change. Growth 
in grace and in knowledge enables believing scholars to 
perceive phases of truth in familiar Bible texts which 
were not recognized by their predecessors, This it is 
that gives value to fresh commentaries on different books 
of the Bible, written in the clearer light of the latest 
biblical research; and material for new commentaries is 
being suggested by independent scholars in the pages of 
periodical literature. Many a point in exegesis has 
already been brought into prominence in the columns 
of The Sunday School Times before it found its perma- 
nent place in the commentaries of its discloser or of some 
one aided by him. And now a Congregational pastor 
in Wisconsin calls attention to a point in exegesis sug- 
gested by Professor Robert E. Thompson in these pages, 
as follows: 


In The Sunday School Times of February 21, there is an 


2 Corinthiaus 4:3. Will you be so kind as to give reference 
to authority aside from that of the writer of the article? I have 
no great variety of commentaries, but Meyer gives no sugges- 
tion of the translation proposed, nor is there any marginal read- 
ing in the Revised Version. 


The translation in question runs; “ If our gospel be 
hid, it is hid by the things which are perishing, by which 
the god of this world hath blinded the minds of them that 
believe not.” The Authorized Version haa, “If our 
gospel be hid, it is hid unto them that are lost, in whom 
the god of this world hath blinded the minds of them 
that believe not.” The Revised Version substitutes 
“ veiled” for “hid,” “ perishing” for “ lost,” and “ the 
unbelieving” for “them that believe not.” This way of 
understanding the passage has the sanction of perhaps 
all the well-known authorities. The objection to it 
grows out of the text itself and theconnection... {1.) The 
words tois apollumenois are either masculine or neuter. 
If they be taken as masculine, the Revised Version best 
expresses the meaning. But this lands us in the ab- 
surdity that the “ god of this world blinds the minds of” 
one set of people in another set of people. That the two 
sets are described in interchangeable terms does not 
remove the difficulty. There is no other passage in 
Paul’s epistles which furnishes a parallel to such sloven- 





beh tages thus to blind the minds of the unbé4 
ieving. ke reset may be taken as meaning 
“among,” and therefore, in this connection, “by.” (2.) 


God ==d the concealing power of sin and unbelief, 
Here he crowns the argument by the declaration of 
God's triumph. Whatever hides the good news front 
men, is a thing doomed to perish. Nothing is lost front 
the force-of what the Revised and Authorized» Versions 
give as the sense. But there is added a bright and 
precious promise of divine victory. This new interpre- 
tation was suggested, more than twenty years ago, by 
a writer in the Bibliotheca Sacra. Others have reached 
it independently since that time. 








THE RECOMPENSE. 
BY JOHN B. TABB. 


~ She brake the box, and all the house was filled 
With waftures from the fragrant store thereof, 
While at His feet a costlier vase distilled 
- The bruiséd balm of penitential love. 


And lo! as if in recompense of her, 
‘Bewildered in the lingering shades of night, 
He breaks anon the sealéd sepulcher, 
And fills the world with rapture and with light. 


St. Charles College, Md. 





THE MAN WHO MISSED THE MEETING. 


BY BISHOP CHARLES EDWARD CHENEY, D.D. 


After a great fire, gr a flood like that which desolated 
Johnstown, a time always comes for a deliberate calcula- 
tion of the loss, But it is seldom that we sit down and 
figure out how much we have lost by neglect of oppor- 
tunity, or the waste of time. It is said that a great 
American lawyer once put down in black and white the 
loss of money and reputation which resulted from his 
stopping on the way to the trial of an important case, to 
have two minutes’ gossip with a friend.. Such calcula- 
tions are rare, because we no more like to think of what 
is irrecoverably gone than a soldier likes to visit a battle- 
field where he was ignominiously beaten. 

I have sometimes asked myself if the apostle Thomas 
ever made an estimate of the blessings which he missed 
when he stayed away from a certain Sunday night prayer- 
meeting in an upper chamber in Jerusalem. 

The personal presence of his Master was one element 
of the loss, It is the first Easter night. The full paschal 
moon sheds its light over Jerusalem. The streets are 
still but for the tread of the sentry on his beat. Equally 
silent is the place where the disciples of the crucified 
Nazarene have met. If they pray, or sing a hymn, it is 
with voices suppressed and low, for “fear of the Jews.” 
But to their assembly Jesus himself comes. Thore are 
no words strong enough to express adequately the help, 
the comfort, the peace, and the joy, which filled those 
troubled hearts when their Lord in personal presence 
showed himself to them, and talked with them. Noth- 


article beginning with a reference to & mistranslation of| ‘ng could take the place of such an interview, with its 


wealth of privilege. “ But Thomas, one of the twelve, 
called Didymus, was not with them when Jesus came.” 
There was one man who missed the meeting. 

We do not exaggerate the force of Christ’s word when 
we say that his promise to “two or three gathered together 
in his name” meas that his personal presence is pledged 
to such a meeting. There is no metaphor, allegory, or 
figure of speech, in these words. He. means that in 
Christian assemblies he is present in a special way. Let 
us not belittle his indwelling in the individual soul. 
Let us not undervalue secret and solitary communion 
with him. But nothing is clearer than the fact that he 
has pledged to a worshiping congregation a peculiar and 


night. We cannot afford to play the part of Thomas, 
May not a review of the past help us for the future? 
Would it not be well for us to sit down, aud calmly 
recall the number of Sunday or weekday gatherings we 
have needlessly and thoughtlessly migsed? Would it 
not be a startling revelation of loss, to count up the 


met to seek and find the personal presence of Christ, and 
we were “ not with them when Jesus came” ? 
But Thomas also lost the help which he might have 








ing to God’s plan, and not according to ours; and there 





liness as this. If we take the words tois apollumenois as 


had in the Christian sympathy of his brethren, They 
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ditferent presence,—the nearest thing to that privilege 
which was given to the disciples on the ‘first Easter, 


times when God’s people of our own congregation have. 
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- told its own story. A peat ‘s hut furnished ed the scene. 
The scanty household belongings told of poverty. The 


fire had gone out on the hearth. The rough table was 
destitute of food. In the corner, covered with a white 
sheet, lay something which spoke of death. But, hud- 
dled close together, as if fearing to be parted, the chil- 
dren were represented as clinging to each other. The 
whole picture seemed to say, “ When the mother is dead, 
. what can the children do but keep together?” 
. That was the spirit in which Christ’s personal follow- 
ers met on the first Sunday night after the crucifixion. 
Their only comfort, when their Master was dead, was in 
keeping near to each other. What a help it would have 
been to Thomas, ‘if, in the loneliness of his supposed 
orphanage, he could have had the strength which comes 
from personal contact with others in the same experience 
of sorrow! James and John, Peter and Andrew, Mary 
the Lord’s mother, and the women who came out of 
Galilee, doubtless found strength.in such fellowship, 
even before Christ appeared among them. But one 
apostlelost it all. He “ was not there.” 

On our Illinois prairies, the farmers, in the harvest- 
time, never set a single sheaf.of grain standing by itself. 
They put them so that half a dozen lean the one against 

_ the other, and thus give mutual support, That is what 
Christ has done in his husbandry. How many of our 
sorrows might have been comforted, how many of our 
burdens lifted, when-our brethren came together to seek 
‘a blessing, if we had “been there” ! 

The old story tells us that Alexander the Great 
mourned over the loss of aday. But Thomas must have 
deplored the loss of aweek. There were six days during 
which he might have lived in the sunshine of assurance 
that his Lord was not dead, but “alive forevermore,” 
which were irrecoverably lost in the abysses of fear and 
doubt. 

On an ocean steamship, there are no hours of deeper 
discomfort than those in which the fog-whistle sounds 
its dismal note. The incertitude where the right way 
lies, and the consciousness of peril without the power to 
see how to avoid it, make every such hour an hour of 
misery. But such a fog is as nothing to that which 
envelops him who finds a distrust of his nearest friend 
creeping over his soul. Thomas had staked everything 
—even life itself—upon the truthfulness of one Man. 
Now came the horrible suspicion that he might, after all, 
be an impostor. The apostle was groping tere the first 
Easter night. But not that night only. For six days 
and nights, besides, he was in such darkness. It would 
all have been spared him, if he had been “ there when 
Jesus came.” The evidence which Christ granted him 
a week later might have been given him when the other 
disciples “ knew it was the Lord.” 

One of the first effects of doubt of the gospel in the 
heart of a church-member is to keep him away from the 
meetings of his brethrén, The very placein which Christ 

would meet him, and remove his puzzling difficulties, is 
the place he neglects. In what thick fog-clouds have 
some who were once believers been wrapped because 
they were “not there when Jesus came”? Can any 
arithmetical process figure up the loss to the soul ? 


Chicago, Ill. 





TWO TUNES FROM A MUSIC-BOX. 


A Srupy 1n CHILD-LIFE. 


BY NORMAND PATTERSON. 


It was a pretty little box of mottled wood, highly 
polished, with rounded edges, a key underneath, and a 
little metal slide in front to stop and start it with. It 
played two tunes,—" Homé, Sweet Home,” and“ Listen 
to the Moeking-Bird.” 

There is such a thing as morals in. music. Some- 
times it may be right to sing or play one tune when it 
would hardly seem right to play another. There might 
even be a time when the first tune of my boy’s little 
instrument would be more appropriate than the second. 
Yet, as a general thing, one would scarcely expect to be 
reproved for exhibiting its power of tuning the mocking- 
bird, when, under seemingly similar circumstances, one 
had been encouraged to display its power of rendering 
“ Home, Sweet Home.” 

He was naturally a shy little fellow, my boy of six; 
social formalities were a great hardship to him, yet it 
was quite evident that ne struggled hard, often, to do 
tue right thing for company. That was the case one 
witerncon when, with his little box in his hand, he was 
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sions lack of society graces. He took to any one who 
took to his pet instrument, and, besides, it was easier to 
be polite with it than without it. He loved it, and he 
liked to have others love it too. And yet he was embar- 
rassed to know how to present the subject. 

The good motherly lady who was calling in the parlor 
had managed to draw out monosyllabic greetings, and 
was at a loss to know how further to proceed with the 
ingratiating p , when I said: 

“Come and show Mrs. B—— your music-box.” 
“Have you got a music-box?” she asked. “ When 
did you get it?” 

“ Christmas,” said the boy, almost audibly. 

“Let me see it; does it play? Can you wind it 
yourself? ” 

“ Yes,” he replied, in a voice loud enough to be heard 
by the nearest pair of ears; “I’ll make it play for 
you,” 

With that the air of “ Home, Sweet Home,” started 
off at double-quick from beneath the bird’s-eye maple 
lid, and for a few moments we all listened. Then the 
good lady spoke some cheering words about it, and 
began to talk about things irrelevant tp the occasion— 
as the boy saw the occasion. So he wandered shyly 
around again, his musical pet in hand, until he became 
practically nqn-existent to the older folk who held pos- 
session of the parlor. 

My boy’s emotional nature was very sensitive and 
keen; his affections seemed to be nine-tenths of him. 
And he had asingular kind of reticence about him which 
even his school teachers thought almost abnormal. Of 
course, this put him at a disadvantage. When he did 
the society thing, he did it at great cost, even though he 
did it only by half. But scarcely any one knew to what 
credit he was entitled, and scarcely any one knew how 
little he merited reproof. 

Now, had his pet music-box not been a true friend to 
him? Had it not taken him into the presence of a 
stranger? Had it not done the talking forhim? His 
mama and papa were fond of it too, and they had hit 
upon the right thing to help him forward when they 
encouraged him to play “Home” in the presence of 
their guest. 

But not many weeks elapsed before all such conclusions 
.built upon that day’s experiences wére strangely set at 
naught, It was not in the parlor this time. The guest 
was an old acquaintance of papa’s,—a minister who had 
come to take dinner. He had been absent in Europe 
for some years, and was, by reasop of his natural bright- 
ness, enriched by varied experiences, an exceptionally 
engrossing visitor. 

The reverend doctor and mama and papa were 
grouped in a sort of triangular circle, the doctor himself 
monopolizing the hours with his bewitching monologue. 

The library, even more than the parlor, was the chil- 
dren’s place, and it was a place to be sociable ia. More 
than the doctor’s funny stories and weird adventures, 
more than books in the case or pictures on the wall, 
there was just one object in that room that to my boy 
was pre-eminently interesting and attractive. It was 
the little music-box. 

How he longed to show it! -And such a visitor as 
that wag entitled to see his pet. But how could a diffi- 
dent, reticent child secure to the music-box its due share 
of attention from the all-absurbing stranger? 

There was a shy wandering back and forth, around 
and about, which no one noticed, of course. Presently 
there was an audible strain of “ Listen to the Mocking- 
Bird” in the distance. With flushed cheeks and uncer- 
tain action the little hero brought his idol to the table 
near which the triangle was gathered. He looked coyly 
at the reverend doctor, then at me, then at the dear 
little music-maker. 

It would take more than a mocking-bird to make the 
reverend doctor listen. It took less than a mocking-bird 
to hinder the rest of us from listening to the monologue, 

I turned to my boy, absorbed in his own thoughts, 
and conscious of his difficulty in doing what he believed 
would be as acceptable in the library as it was in the 
parlor, and said: 

“Don’t bring that here.” f ; 

He could not quite understand me, and said diffidently : 

“What, papa?” 

“Don’t you see the doctor is talking? Please take 
away your music-box.” 

My-blamed but blameless boy, with the flush of a 
wounded heart and the embarrassment of being called 
upon to obey an order that seemed to be given in the 
very teeth of what he had been induced to believe to be 
a duty, as well as a pleasure, took up his little instru- 





tying to do something that would make up for his con- 


ment and walked away with it where it could neither 


interrnpt nor introduce,—where it could not offend, even 
if it did not please and delight. 
Why heshould, with his diffidence, fight his way toward 
our exclusive littlecircle, with many ashy look and flushed 
cheek and furtive glance of the eye, I could not forthe | 
moment tell,—because, perhaps, I happened to be so 
interested in the monologue. 
How should he know that the conversation of the reve- 
rend doctor ought to be so much more interesting than 
the voluble conversation of the kind-hearted old lady? 
Had hie not been invited once to introduce his music- 
box to a visitor? Ought he not to know enough to do 
so again without being told? “ How often do I have to 
tell you to do” this or that? Had this not rung many 
a time in his ears? Were not the external circumstances 
virtually the same? Would not the internal principles 
of action be virtually the same? Was there any moral 
difference between the melody of the “ Mocking-Bird” 
and of “Home, Sweet Home”? Such is the child’s 
silent logic. 
Alas for the children! What heavenly genius they 
are endowed with, that enables them so signaliy at last 
to triumph, more or less, over what has been fairly called 
the “ paralyzing power of education.” 
And the parent asks, Were not the cases different? 
Ought the guest to have been interrupted? Ought not 
the child to be trained in distinctions? Just here isthe 
answer. Never forget such a case until you have made 
it clear, The child’s puzzled sense, his embarrassed look, 
his flushed cheek, his mental torsion, his emotional ten- 
sion, his pain of ‘conscience unjustly inflicted, ought to 
haunt the parent like a ghost until he has found the 
opportune moment to give the child the reasons why. 
Philadelphia. 





OFFERINGS TO THE MAKER AT EASTER. 
BY MRS, M. F. BUTTS. 


The blossoms thou didst mold 
By beauty’s law, 

Curved leaf and honey-cup 
Without a flaw, 


We offer thee, Thine own 
Perforce we bring; 
There is in all thy worlds 


No other offering. 
Westerly, R. I. 





A SUNDAY IN BIRD FAIR. 
BY LEIGH YOUNGE,. 


“ Don’t you want to come down to the East End, and 
see something of our London work for the masses?” said 
a friend to me one bright, sunny Sunday morning in the 
modern Babylon. 

“Indeed I do,” was my answer, 

It is easy to see the great sights of London, and to hear 
the famous preachers one need only inquire the way of 
a policeman ; but to get into the heart of the city mission 
work, you are perplexed how to set about it. So the 
proposal was hailed with pleasure. 

A drive down the Strand and Fleet Street is a thing 
to beenjoyed. The climb up the steep ladder-like steps 
to the top of the omnibus is a somewhat difficult under- 
taking, but once up, the scene is 4 moving kaleidoscope 
of ever-shifting colors. On to the Tower, I could follow 
the route as a somewhat familiar one. But from there I 
went in and out, back and forth, through twistings and 
turnings, following my guide blindly, till at length, div- 
ing under a lumbering cart, and almost oversetting a pair 
of squabbling children, we found ourselves in an arch- 
way that runs under the crowded street. So dark it was, 
that though the gas was flaring in the center it hardly 
served to make light enough to see the company who 
were gathered there,—for a dozen ladies and gentlemen 
were grouped around a little organ. 

They shook hands with me cordially and greeted me 
as a fellow-helper; and immediately my friend took his 
seat at the organ, and began to sing “The light of the 
world is Jesus.” 

Gradually one dark, grimy face after another appeared 
at the opening, as we sung one and then another of the 
Gospel Songs, until at the end of ten minutes the arch- 
way. was full. After a short prayer, a gentleman rose 
and gave a ten minutes’ talk on “Ho, every one that 
thirsteth !” ; 

It was interesting and earnest, but the crowd had 
half melted away by the time he had finished, and only 
the singing brought them back, and so it went on all the 
time. Music drew the listeners and speaking dispelled 
them. It was a motley company. Well-dressed ser- 





vants would stop for a few moments in passing by on 
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- etrands Decctlingia, With thabe leis tadpoed ox hele 
shoulders; news-boys, crying their papers; blear-eyed 
‘men, whose disheveled appearance showed where they 
had spent the night; sad-eyed women, who might have 


watched in the dawn; little children, staggering ‘under 


the weight of babies as large almost as themselves, and 
whose rags scarce covered them; crowding, pushing, 
swearing, gesticulating, still they paused to listen, and 
over all the din went ep the gospel invitation, “ Whoso- 
ever will, let him come,” 
« “Ts it not very discouraging work?” I asked one 
of the gentlemen; “the crowds go by, and if there is a 
moment's thought it passes away so quickly.” 
_ “Yes,” he said smiling, “of course it passes away, 
ninety-nine hundredths of it, and so does the rain from 
heaven; it goes to the sea, down among the rocks, and 
back to the heavens, but the few drops that don’t pass 
away make the fields green, and bring the harvest— But 
look!” 

And he pointed to a woman who, standing on the 
outskirts of the crowd, had gradually drawn nearer and 

Dearer as if by a magnet, till she stood by the speaker’s 
as he told in simple, tender words how Jesus came 
o seek and to save that which was lost; the poor and 


a . miserable in the city, as well as the rich and the 


‘at the West End. 
_. “Ah!” murmured the woman under her breath, “ did 
he come for such as I?” 
But low as the words were the speaker caught them, 
‘and turning to her with a Christ-like look on his face 


* Ay, my sister he came for such as you, and such as I. 

He left his home on high for us, that we might dwell 
forever with him there.” 
_ As hespoke some one began to sing, “I left it all for 
thee.” The woman heard no more, for a burly-looking 
man caught her by the arm, and led her away; but her 
lips still whispered: “ For such as I, for such as I!” 

My eyes filled with tears; it was seed sown in stony 

d, but who knows the harvest it may bring? 

‘The clock struck the hour, and two of the gentlemen 
took up a blue satin banner covered with painted texts 
and started for the next archway; the rest of us formed 

_ into line behind, singing “We're marching to Zion” 
and distributing tracts as we went. 

Just as we started, some one said tome: “ Button up 

your watch and your purse, for we are passing through 
The of the worst parts of London; this is Bird Lane.” 

. I was familiar with Bird Lane, as we all are, through 
Dickens’scharming pages, and looked about me curiously. 
I did not wonder at the descriptions, for such an assem- 
blage of cut-throats I have never seen ia my life, I 
should have thought it unsafe to go among them un- 
escorted by a policeman, and so they say it is for any but 
these mission people, But for fifteen years this work has 
‘been carried on, and in some way the workers have got- 
ten such a hold on even the lowest, that any one who 
Would try to injure them would have the whole Lane 
upon them. 
_ Iwish I could give the readers of The Sunday School 
Times some idea of Bird Fair, as we passed through it 
that Sunday morning. It is a great open space, about 
the width of one block and the length of two, situated 
about half-way down the lane (which takes its name 
from the Fair), and is filled with such a mass.of ragged, 
dirty humanity as I never could have conceived of. 
The hardened faces of even babies, who could scarcely 
walk, was appalling; every second house was an ale- 
shop, from the open doors of which drunken men were 
pouring out, while others, scarcely more sober, streamed 
in. Sometimes one would be kicked out, and land 
sprawling in the street, to be greeted with peals of 
laughter from those who were without. Unwashed and 
unshaven men smoked great pipes on the door-sills; 
women threw refuse out of broken upper windows; dirty 
children, some of them scarce a year old, toddled, alone 
and neglected, across the roadway and intothedin. The 
sun poured down its unsheltered rays, and the smell of 
decayed vegetables and stale fruit rose high on the air; 
it seemed more a place for beasts than human beings. 

Buying and selling birds is the business of the Fair; 
and the chaffering and haggling over prices; and the 
quarreling, fighting, and swearing of the men, were min- 
gied with the chattering of the birds,—of which there 
was every variety, from the chained American eagle to 
atiny bobolink. They are brought by the sailors, who 
collect them from all quarters of the world, and their 
varied accomplishments are matters of pride; for in the 
course of their long voyages they have been taught all 
manner of tricks. But the greatest achievement is to 


through the Fair. 

Some of the little creatures were beautiful, with their 
brilliant plumage, and soft, rich coloring; some were in 
cages, some trained, and going through their manceuvers 
on a board, for which a small space ned with difficulty 
been cleared. 

Through the center of the square we tale: in the 
midst of the turmoil, singing as we went. If anybody 
had told me at home that I should have marched through 
the streets of London singing the gospel, I should have 
answered with a smile of amusement and scorn; but 
one never knows what one may come to do. 

Tracts, leaflets, and hymns had been given to us to dis- 
tribute, and eager hands were stretched to take them. 
Whether they wanted them merely for the pictures, or 
whether they would read themi, I do not know; but they 
gladly received them. 

At one o’clock a lunch was furnished, of soup, bread, 
potatoes, and tea with beef, in an upper room of the 
mission-house, for those who cannot go to their homes 
and return. Some of the workers, like my friend, come 
down from their homes for the Sabbath only, while others 
are engaged as Bible readers and district visitors during 
the week; but all teach in the schools on Sunday. 

The children of the respectable poor go to schools 
appointed for them, but this is quite another thing; it is 
literally seeking that which was lost, Among them are 
some who are tolerably regular in their attendance,— 
those are easily distinguished by a faint attempt at clean 
hands and faces,—buyt most of them are just as they come 
in from the streets, and are young in nothing but years. 

When the opening exercises were over, and I was 
given a class of eight or ten of the little ganiins, my 
heart died within me. What could I say that would 
even keep them quiet through the hour, which stretched 
out before me46 an interminable length? Fortunately, 
However, # stone in the ring on my finger attracted the 
attention of the boy who sat next to me, for I think there 
was not an article of my dress that they did not thor- 
oughly examine, _ 

From their admiration of the diamond, I passed on to 
a description of the heavenly home, with its gates of 
diamond and ruby and pearl, and I succeeded in keeping 
them quiet, and in holding their attention,—beyond that 
I could not see what the result might be. 

There was a little hump-backed girl, who listened in- 
tently, and reminded ihe of Dickens’s “ Jennie Wren.” 
As I told them of heaven, I thought of what the “home 
over there” would be to those waifs and strays who knew 
nothing here but kicks and curses, 

Icame home appalled by my glimpse into London 
street life; for I have been in the worst mission-schools 
in Chicago and New York, yet I have seen nothing like 
that one down in Bird Fair. 


Danville, Kentucky. 





CHRISTIANITY’S CUMULATIVE PROOF. 
BY A LOOKER-ON, 


It was an instructive lesson our Lord taught the disci- 
ples of Emmaus, when, in proving to them his Messiah- 
ship, he waived the isolated evidence of his life, and cited 
remote prophecies to authenticate himself; showing that 
we are not to depend alone on the New Testament record 
for our faith concerning him, but are to weigh collateral 
testimony on the subject. It is well to note how greatly 


been increased since that first Easter afternoon of our 
calendar, and that we are furnished as none have been 
before to judge respecting him. 

The repeated corroboration of the Bible’s archwologi- 
cal authority has at the same time confirmed indirectly 
its authority regarding the divinity of Christ; for with 
this foundation truth stands or falls the organic plan, 
purpose, and integrity of the Book. And subsequently 
to the completion of the sacred canon the royal will 
“that the Scripture might be fulfilled” has continued 
as a law to shape events, and the accomplishment of 
Messianic prophecies goes steadily on. , 

The historian of to-day who glances back over the past 
nineteen centuries has to figure as the apologist for Obris- 
tianity. The marvelously vital principle manifested pre- 
cisely at the beginning of our era, and continuously 
developed in spite of adverse treatment even from its 
friends, has to be recognized, and be connected with the 
absolutely new moral estimates, emotions, and ideas, 
which simultaneously appear. The unifying process 





teach the talking birds to swear; and those are the most 


can hear the sound of cursing in his tongue as he goes| 


the supplementary argument in support of his claims has. 


with us must be admitted; for his image is depicted on 
the world as really as the object upon the camera,—on 
church and state, on institutions and homes, on litera- 
ture and laws, on architecture and other arts, on days 
and seasons, on human hearts. Besides him there is no 


afterwards, Memories of him arrest the whir of manu- 
factures, the business of the -street, the festivities of 
society. The world itself has become, in a measure, con+ 
formable to bis death and a witness of his resuirrection,. 
Consciousness in a host of witnesses attests his power, 
The soul that has sounded its own depths, and taken 
cognizance of its intuitions by the light of his disclosures 
and his work, seeks him, confidently affirming, “ Rabbi, 
we know that thou art a teacher come from God.” In 
truest homage to him many hearts are battling with 
their false ideals,.and striving to’ rate at his.valuation 
the interests and objects of life, His words are found to 
be principles applying to humanity by a connection as 
inherent and universal as that of natural law, and as 
abiding, holding, like the fixed stars, a constant relation 
to earth’s passing generations, His doctrines are inter- 
woven with every-day experience as closely as they are 
with revelation, and, were their golden strands removed, 
heaven-drawn courage and consolation, immortal hope 
and joy, would vanish, and but a weak and threadbare 
web of life remain. 

From. the present stand a ocean: look is obligatory 
on the student of Christianity, Its trend and tendency, 

an incalculable element in a progressive spiritual . force, 
must be considered, While watching the ever-broaden- 
ing stream that to-day invigorates the nations, he can 
estimate its consequence and objective point more surely 
than could the wise Gamaliel, who saw only.its incon- 
spicuous source among the hills of Palestine. - No human 
mandate, it is evident, can now restrain the tide, no 
Xerxes-fetters bind the flood. It seems not incredible 
that “the earth shall be full of the knowledge of the 
Lord as the waters cover the sea.” 

To those who inquire concerning Jesus’ claima, his 
own test, that of results, is to be the proof assigned; his 
own answer, “Go, tell what things ye have seen and 
heard,” is still to be returned. With the light of all the 
centuries falling upon him, the understanding needs no 
further evidence in order to conviction, reason no clearer 
demonstration. It is the “eyes of the heart,” to use the 
New Version’s vivid phrase, which must be opened that 
men may know him. 

Brooklyn, N. Y. 





THE SOUL’S EASTER. 
BY THE BEY. ISAAC 0, RANKIN. 


This is the day when Christ the Saviour rose. 
Early this morning came the angel down, 

The mighty earthquake rocks the guilty town, 
The stone is rolled away, the morning grows 
Bright with his coming. His the victor’s crown. 
Who ever liveth, endless love bestows. : 


Liest thou as dead, my soul, enthralled by sin? 

Has hope departed? and is courage fled ? 

He bids thee rise! Thy Saviour is not dead. 

Since he endured, thy wandering heart to win,— 

The guiltless in the guilty sinner’s stead,— 

Take thon his gift of love unmerited. 

His life endurda’ He bids thee enter in. 

This be thine Easter ; here thy hopes begin, 
Gloversville, N. Y. 





A SUGGESTION FOR PRIMARY TEACHERS. 


BY A. N, N. 


Many articles have appeared in thé columns of The 
Sunday School Times, within the Jast two years, uport 
the use of kindergarten methods in the infant depart- 
ment of the Sunday-school. They have thrown new 
light upon the subject of teaching Bible lessons to the 
little ones, and have been helpful to many teachers who 
were dissatisfied with the old methods, and anxious for 
something better adapted to the needs of their classes, 

The writers of these articles have tried to infuse the 
old methods with new life, while the only way to follow 
the true theory of Froebel, and the spirit of the kinder« 


the new. 





working in our race on the basis of that principle was 


In the twenty minutes or half-hour that is given to 





wisdom of the gospel precepts. That Christ has been 


personality so foreshadowed before appearing, so reflected | 


garten, is to entirely discard the old, and institute 
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The picture lessons of the Old Testament may be more 
easily taught, bnt often in oe the teacher will find 
enough meat for a month’s 

The better plan, and more jel kindergarten in its 
€onception, is to take a verse or two at a time, leading 
the little ones from one thought to another as their 
minds unfold, and are able to grasp the beauty and 
~ Spring is brightening, and every one of God’s creatures 
is rejoicing in the awakening of the earth from its win- 
ter’s sleep. Why not direct the children’s thought to 
this awakening, taking for the first thought the first 
cause,—God's sunlight? 

For the first lesson let the verse be, “The Lord is my 
light and- my salvation.” Distribute to the children 
cards with a sun pricked upon them, and let them out- 
line them in yellow wool. Bring from the children them- 
selves the many ways in which God is a light to them. 
Tell each one to fiid in his Bible at home, orask mother 
to find for him, a verse about light, and learn it during 
the week to recite the next weaeuy 

Select for another lesson, ‘‘ Let your light so shine 
before men that they may see your. good works, and 
glorify your Father which is in heaven.” Make the 
thought, for the half-hour, the way in which each little 
one may best let his light shine. Sing, “God make my 
life a little light.” 

Still another lesson may. be upon the -verse,—“ Thy 
word is a lamp unto my feet and a light unto my path.” 
The children may outline the picture of an open Bible, 
or build with blocks a light-house. It will be a delight 
to the teacher to see the interest taken in the lessons, 
and an even greater delight to know that the verses they 
have learned from God’s Word are truly theirs, and have 
been made so real to them that they will forever shine 
on their pathway as lights to lead them to the dear 
Father. 

Trinidad, Colo. 








FOR CHILDREN AT HOME. 





ONE, SPRING CHICKEN., 
BY LOUISE THRUSH BROOKS, 


“T have it, Caleb!” 

Breathless from running, Perry held up an egg tri- 
umphantly before Caleb’s eyes. 

“ Well, ef I won’t be—be—be—blistered !”’ exclaimed 
Caleb, dropping the harness he was washing to examine 
the egg as critically as though it were a new and rare 
specimen, “Ef dat ole miserly skinflint ken give you 
a aigg for a cent dat he mostly charges t’ree dollars a 
dozen for, de milenjum ain’ far off, I say.” 

“T told him that our Sunday-school teacher had given 
us each a cent to invest and multiply, and I bad decided 
to buy one of his eggs, if he could.sell it so cheap; and 
after the chicken was hatched and grown into a big hen, 
I could make lots and lots of pennies selling eggs.” 

‘*En what-did he say?” asked Caleb. 

“ He said he didn’t think much of Sunday-schools or 
people who went to them, but he always liked to watch 
a person make money ”— 

“ Dat’s so,” interrupted Caleb. 

“And he would let me have the egg for a cent if I 
would pay him the rest when my hen began to lay.” 

“It do seem powerful strange,” said Caleb, “ dat he’d 
let one of dem fine aiggs out of his hand widout de 
money in de oder one. You ain’t jarred nor jostled it 
a-runnin’ so fast? I reckon it'll hab to be set under a 
common biddy. En won’t you: hab to wait a mighty 
long time fo’ results? Dar’s t’ree weeks fo’ hatchen’, 
en a whole year fo’ growin’,—but, bress my heart! Rome 
wasn’t built in a day, neider,” he hastened to add, seeing 
a cloud coming over Perry’s bright face. 

“No, it wasn’t,” said Perry, hopefully; “‘and perhaps 
a three-dollar-a-dozen egg will grow faster than just a 
fifteen-cents-a-dozen .egg. Will you put it under black 
Jess right away, Caleb?” 

“ Dis very minute.” 

And he left his work to lay the precious egg, from 
which so much was expected, carefully under Jess’s soft 
breast. 

For three weeks Perry was in a fever of éx ney. 


‘neglecting her duty, and to ask Caleb if he were sure 
she had not been off the nest too Jong when he last 


you do; let her alone.” 














Die Ge Teas bees jo tad aan wee 


fed her. 
“Law sakes, chile, dat hen has hatched out mo'n a 
hundred chickens ; she ‘knows a heap mo’ about it den 


But Perry refused to believe in Jess’s superior wis- 
dom, and hardly slept for the haunting. fear that, while 
Jess gossiped too long with the barnyard fowls, the egg. 
was lying cold and lifeless. 

It was early one morning in Easter week that Ouleb’s 
shining black face appeared at the dining-room window, 
and ina moment Perry heard the news. Breakfast was 
forgotten in his hurry to reach the barn ; and, in spite of 
Jess’s furious clucking and scolding, Caleb held her 
firmly while Perry saw with his own eyes that the little 
creature, full of life and motion, had burst the bonds of 
its waxen covering, and that, the soft, downy ball in the 
bottom of the nest was really the beginning of his in- 
vestment, 

It had been a sore trial for Perry to watch the pennies 
slip into his teacher’s hand, week after week, from the 
other boys in the class, while he had earned nothing; 
but the néxt Sunday his face was bright with expectancy 
as he whispered into his teacher's ear the news that 
made his own heart so happy. 

“T’m most certain it will grow faster than just a com- 
mon chicken,” he hastened to say when Miss Mary sug- 
gested that it would still be some time before he could 
have the pleisure of adding to the rapidly filling: mite- 
chest; so she had not the heart to say more. 

Perry was delighted to see the soft ball begin to show 
some real feathers on its wings; and when the little tail 
feathers actually began to sprout, it was a red-letter day 
for. him, 

* It is a beautiful chicken,—isn’t it, Caleb? ”’ he asked 
one summer day several weeks later, as he watched him 
throwing handsful of corn to the struggling, feathery 
group in the barnyard. 

“ Yas, ’tis, shore nuf,” replied Caleb, hesitating alittle. 

“Such a be-u-tiful tail!” he added, rapturously. 

There was a queer smile twitching the corners of 
Caleb’s mouth, which Perry fortunately did not see. 

“You could tell that it wasn’t a common chicken soon 
as you saw it,” he said, following it with admiring eyes 
as it strutted proudly around the yard. 

“See, Caleb, see how it flaps its wings!” 

The old man, well acquainted with a young cock’s 
first attempts to crow, looked at Perry anxiously. He 
must soon know the truth, but Caleb dreaded his dis- 
appointment. A few more flaps of the wings, and then 
a thin, quivering little treble of a cock-a-doo-dle-doo, 

**Shoo, now, can’t you strain dem feelin’s ob yorn a 
bit longer?” asked Caleb angrily, with a stamp of the 
foot. 

The admiration in Perry’s eyes quickly turned to 
wonder. 

“Why, Caleb!” he cried. “Do hens crow?” 

Oaleb’s silence and the pity in his eyes made Perry 
give a little gasp; and then, as the truth dawned upon 
him, a few tears escaped in spite of his effort to be brave. 
The world, that had seemed bright with promise but a 
moment before, suddenly grew dark with great clouds of 
trouble. 

“What shall I do?” moaned Perry. Miss Mary was 
expecting so muclr from my hen, too; and the other 
boys have lots of pennies already. And Mr. Simcoe 
will laugh, and say it was because it was a Sunday-school 
hen; and I'll have to pay him out-of my Christmas-box. 
Oh dear, oh dear!” 

“Bress your heart, honey, don’ take on so. T’ings 
ain’t ever so bad as you ’spect’em to be; It pears to 
me, when I tink dis world ’bout gone to pieces, dat 
somethin’ jest up en set it hummin’ agin.” 

It did not occur to Perry that, because the visit to 
Mr: Simcoe was a disagreeable duty, it cbuld be post- 
poned. No; that was the reason why it should be done 
as quickly as possible. The contents of the bank he 
had been saving for Christmas purchases was transferred 
to his pockets, and, with his soft hat pulled resolutely 
over his head, he set about his errand. Mr. Simcoe was 
in his garden, looking more shriveled and miserly than 
ever, Perry thought; and, when he saw the little boy 
approaching, he called out: 

“Come to tell me your chicken is dead, I suppose. 
Thought I was putting money in the fire when I trusted 
you, Come, own up that it is dead.” 

“Tt isn’t dead,” said Perry. “I didn’t come to , tell 
you that.” 





Twenty times a day was not too often to run and look 


pay me what you owe. That’s right. I need money 
this morning.” 

“No, sir; I didn’t come to tell you that either, ’cause 
it’s a rooster,” faltered Perry. : 
“Well, well; just what I might have expected, Sun- 
day-school eggs are not to be trusted any more than Sun- 
day-school boys. I’m to be cheated out of my money 
entirely, I see,” 

“No, sir; I have it right here in my pocket,” inter- 
rupted Perry indignantly, ‘I’ve taken all the pennies 
out of my Christmas-box.” And he poured a heap of 
shining coppers into Mr. Simcoe’s hands as he spoke, 
“You are not bound to do this. The bargain was that 
I was to be paid when the hen began to lay eggs, and, as 
that time will never come, you can slip out of it very 
easily.” 

“TI don’t want to slip out ‘of it, I never could bea 
straight-up-and-down man if I did. And that’s what 
my papa is!” 

“Ha, ha, ha!” chuckled the old man. 

But, in spite of his laugh, he was a trifle ashamed in 
the presence of the manly little fellow, who, with head 
thrown back, looked straight at him out of a pair of 
flashing eyes, and who thought more of honor than he 
did of money. 

Then a very strange thing happened; for no one had 
ever heard of Mr. Simcoe’s doing a generous deed before, 
“T see you can be trusted,” he said, “and I’ll make 
you an offer, I'll pay you two dollars for your rooster, 
or give you a hen in exchange.” 

“ T’ll sell the rooster,” said Perry quickly; for he had 
begun to think that “dealing in futures” was a very 
unsatisfactory business. 

With Caleb’s help, the bargain was closed that night, 
and Perry went to bed feeling that Caleb was almost a 
prophet, for the world had been set humming again 
for him. 

He had the pleasure, next Sunday, of completely fill- 
ing the mite-cheét with the results of his investment; 
but, better than that, he felt he had been loyal to the 
teachings of the Sunday-schooi. 


Minneapolis, Minn. 
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WHAT ROBBY LEARNED AT EASTER. 
BY MRS. McVEAN-ADAMS. 


: Robby was a very thoughtful boy for one only six 
yearseold, But he thought more than ever after his 
dear sister Nelly had died, and her still body was laid in 
the earth among beautiful flowers. 

Robby said often to his mama that he was afraid to 
die, and could not bear the thought of having his head 
covered up with earth and sod and flowers, His mama 
was very gentle with him, and tried to make him under- 
stand that his body would never know where it was 
sleeping in hope of a glorious resurrection. 

One night after Robby's baby sister was asleep, his 
mama took him in her arms, and sang and rocked him 
to sleep in the bright parlor, where the gas was lighted 
and the open grate was glowing; and the very next 
thing that Robby knew, he opened his eyes, and he was 
in his mama’s own bed, and on the piilow beside him 
was a wonderful nest of colored eggs. Mama, in her 
white flannel morning-dress, stood before the glass; 
Baby Grace was cooing in her little crib beside the bed; 
papa stood before the fire, vigorously brushing: his curly 
hair with two ivory-backed brushes; the yellow canary 
in the window was singing at the top of his voice; and 
—it was Easter morning! Robby was so happy, he 
kissed the baby and hugged his mama hard. 

» Upon the breakfast table a tall vase of Easter lilies 
breathed incense, the golden omelet quivered like sun- 
shine in its painted dish, and beside Robby’s plate lay a 
lovely Easter card: 
“A butterfly, with gold and azure wings, 
Floating above its shattered silken cell.” 


During breakfast, Robby roused up from what his papa 
called “ a brown study,” and said: 

“ Mama, I never knew that I went to sleep last night, — 
nor where I slept, nor how I came in your bed, First 
thing I knew it was this morning.” 

Then answered the wise mother: 

“‘ My boy, that is just how the Lord takes care of his 
beloved when he giveth them sleep. It matters not 
where they sleep, nor who lays them to quiet reat; for 
when they awake, all is sunshine, music, love, and they 
arise to a glorious morning.” 

This was little Robby’s lesson, and, though he still 





“ Laying eggs, then, I suppose, and you have come to 


thought a great deal, he never again felt afraid of dying. 
Mound City, Kan. 






















































there be here 
wione of the servants of the Lorn, 
ut the worshippers of Ba’al only. 
2% And when they went in to 
offer sacrifices and burnt offerings, 
JHhOd appointed fourscore men 
Without, and said, 7 any of the 
men whom I have brought into 
hands escape, he that letteth 

go, his life shall be for the life 











© 25 And it came to pass, as soon 
as he had made an end of offering 
the burnt offering, that J/hfi said 
to the guerd and to the captains, 
Go in, and slay them; let none 
ome forth. And they smote 
‘them with the edge of the sword ; 
and the guard and the captains 
Cast them out, and went to the 
‘tty of the house of Bi/al. 

26 And they brought forth the 
eeuaata ut of the house of Ba’al, 
and burned then. 

"| @ And they brake down the 
‘Ymage of Ba’ai, and brake down 
‘the house of Ba’al, and made it a 
@Granght house unto this day. 

28 Thus J¥hd destroyed Bé‘al 
‘out of Is’ra-el. 
~ 29 | Howbeit, fron the sins of 

Jér-o-bd’am the son of Né’bat, who 
made Ie’ra-cl to sin, J#b0 de- 

nut from afterthem, fo wit, 

den calves that were in 
Baun’-el, and that were in Dan. 

’ $0 And the Lorn said untoJvVhd, 
‘Because thou hast done well in 
executing that which is right in 
mine eyes, and hast done unto the 

* Shouse of A’hib according to all 

that was in mine heart, thy chil- 
ren of the fourtb generation shall 
sit.on the ‘hrone of Is’ra-el. 

* $1 But J@hhi took no heed to 
Walk in the law of the Lorp God 
of Is’ra-cl with all bis heart : for 
he departed not from the sins of 
Jér-o-bi’am, which made Is’ra-el 





























LESSON CALENDAR. 
[Second Quarter, 1891.] 


4, April 6.—Saved from Fami 








(Also, Ascension Lesson, Mark 16 : 14-20.) 
6. May 10.—Israel's Overthrow Foretold..... 
* May 17.—Sin the Cause of Sorrow... 
(Also, Whitsunday Lesson, John 16 
rm May 24.—Captivity of Israel 


2 Kings 7 : 1-16 
2, April 1%,—The Good and Evil in Jehu...2 Kings 10: 18-31 
%. April 1%.—Jonah Sent to Nineveh 

"4, April 26,—Nineveh Brought tu Repentance..............s.00-- Jonah 3: 1-10 
4. May 4.—Israel Often Reproved..,. 


Jonah 1: 1-17 


Amos 4: 4-13 








. .. hoses, 10 : 1-16 








‘9, May 31.—The Temple Repaired 





19. June 7.—Hezekiah the Good King 





M1. June 14,—The Book of the Law Found 





12, Juine 21.~Captivity of Judah. 





18. June 28.—Review ; or, Temperance Lesson, Isa. 28 - 
sionary Lesson, Isa. 60 : 1-12, | 





LESSON TEXT. 


of Ba’al, Search, and’ 
with you 


(2 Kings 10: 18-31. Memory verses: 26-29.) 
\! COMMON VERSION, 
, 18 { And Jeb gathered all the 
tegether, and said unto 
A’hiid served Baal a little ; 
but Je’hO shall serve him much. 
19 Now vherefore call unto me 
all the prophets of Baal, all his 
* ° gervants, and all his priests; let 
none be wanting: for I have a 
great sacrifice to do to Ba’al; who- 
soever shall be wanting, he shall 
tlive. But J@hd did i in sub- 
, to the intent that he might 
‘Gestroy the worshippers of Ba’al. 
20 And J&@hii said, Proclaim a 
solemn assembly for Ba’al. And 
‘they proclaimed ¢ 
, 21 And J@hfi sent through all 
Te’ra-ei: and all the worshippers 
‘of P4’al came, so that there was 
fiot a man left that came not. 
And they came into the house of 
Bé/al; and the house of Ba’al was 
full from one énd to another. 
22 And he said unto him that 
, was over the vestry, Bring forth 
‘vestments for all the worshippers 
of Bi’al. And he brought them 
forth vestments. 
28 And J&hi went,and Je-hin’a- 
dab the son of Réchib, into the 
of Ba’al, and said unto the 


% of Baal. 





made Israel to sin. 


“Le rempers, 20r, obeliske %Or, who 4 Or, executed well 
Revisers bom aM substitute ‘ oat heart” for “mine 
* throughout, 


American 
heart” ip verse 30, aad “ Jehovah” for “ the 


REVISED VERSION. 
18 And Jehu gathered all the peo- 
ple together, and said unto 
them, Ahab served Baal a little; 
but Jehu shall serve him much. 
19 Now therefore call unto me al) 
the prophets of Baal, all his 
worshippers,and all his priests; 
let none be wanting: for I have 
@ great sacrifice fo do to Baal; 
whosoever shall be wanting, 
he shall not live. But Jehu 
did it in subtilty, to the intent 
that he might destroy the 
20 worshippers of Baal. And 
Jehu said, Sanctify a solemn 
assembly for Baal. And they 
21 proclaimed it. And Jehu sent 
through all Israel: and all the 
worshippers of Baal came, so 
that there was not a man left 
that camenot. And they came 
into the house of Baal; and 
the house of Baal was filled 
22 from one end to another. 
he said unto him that was over 
the vestry, Bring forth vest- 
ments for all the worshippers 
of Baal, And he brought them 
2% forth vestments. And Jehu 
went, and Jehonadab the son 
of Rechab, into the house of 
Baal; and he said ufito the 
worshippers of Baal, Search | The gra 
and look that there be here 
with you none of the servants 
of the Lorp, but the worship- 
24 pers of Beal only. And they 
went in to offer sacrifices and 
burnt offerings. Now Jehu 
had appointed him fourscore 
men without, and said, If any 
of the men whom I bring into 
your hands escape, he that letleth 
him go, his life shall be for the 
% life of him. And it came to 
pass, as soon as he had made 
an end of offering the burnt 
offering, that Jehu said to the 
iguard and to the captains, Go 
in, and slay them; let none 
come forth. And they smote 
them with the edge of the 
sword; and the guard and the 
Captains cast them out, and 
went to the city of the house 
And they brought 
forth the *pillars that were in 
the house of Baal, and burned 
27 them. And they brake down 
the pillar of Baal, and brake 
down the house of Baal, and 
made it a draught house, unto , 
28 thisday. Thus Jehu destroyed 
29 Baal out of Israel, Howbeit 
from the sins of Jeroboam the 1, 
son of Nebat, *wherewith he 
made Israel to sin, Jehu de- 
parted not from after them, to 
wit, the golden calves that 
were in Beth-el, and that were 
30 in Dan. And the Lorp said 
unto Jehu, Because thou hast 
«done well in executing that 
which is right in mine eyes, 
and hast done unto the house 
of Ahab according to all that 
was in mine heart, thy song of 
the fourth generation shall 
$1 sit on the throne of Israel. But 
Jehu took no heed to walk in 
the law of the Lorp, the God 
of Israel, with all his heart : 
he departed not from the sins 
of Jeroboam, wherewith he 


an 2 Kings 17: 6-18 
2Chron. %:414 
2 Chron. 29 : 1-11 
2 Chron. 34 ; 14-28 
2 Kings 2%: 1-12 
1-18; or, Mis- 


LESSON II., SUNDAY, APRIL 12, 1891. 
True: THE GOOD AND EVIL IN JEHU, 


And 


unto 


2, 


LA 


We 


&* 





¥ bath Satan ailed‘thy thy heart 
UW. Subtle 

ame did it in rubity,t to... destroy the worshippers (19). 

: . But they thought to do me mischief 
They | that watch for my soul take counsel 
The Pharisees , 


But they. . 
Wt. Exhaustive Effort: 


Search, and look that there be here . 
only (23). 

They sleep not, except they have do’ ischief (Prov. 4 : 16 
Woe ames thea that py up ony: ret ; 
Ye com 
a - neither eat nor drink t 


Ye ooh... 
They al also b puilt the 


Ye shall destro: 


He said 
[pa this thing became a sin Le, 


eroboam returned not from 
Walk not in the way of evil men (Prov. 4 
ll. An Executor of God’s Work: 
Thou hast done well in executing that which is right (30). 


all things,—1 Tim. 4:8.” 





iit di eink Giada Sianing and Serving. 
Gopew Text For THE QUARTER : Godliness is profitable 


Lesson Topic: Deliverance by Human Power, 


1, Cunning Schemes, 
Lesson OuTLINE: {e Destructive Blows, 


vs. 18-23. 
vs. 24-28. 


3. Defective Consecration, vs. 29-31. 





M.—2 Kings 10: 18-81, The good and evil in Jehu, 
T.—2 Kings 9:14. Jehu anointed king. 

W.—2 Kings 9 : 11-26. “Jetiu’s cruel deeds. 

T.—2 Kings 9 : 27-87. Jehu’s cruel dees. 

F,—2 Kings 10: 1-17. Jehu’s cruel deeds, 
$.—Rom, 6 : 1-28. Holy service required. 

$.—1 Pet, 1 ; 13-25. Holy service required. 





LESSON ANALYSIS. 
I, CUNNING SCHEMES, 


|. False Statement: 
Ahab served Baal alittle ; but Jehu shall serve him much (18). 


not 


ma ~ eh us meet together. . 


8:4), 


e shall die (Gen, 4 
wiotae on came by night, an Osha rine <idmek: 28 : 18), 
™m 
to let (cla :3)" 


. took counsel against bie titer AD tig 


9-2 or 
sea and land to make one 


(1) Ahab’s bad record 


; (2) Jehu’ 8 worse 
“ Jebu did it. 


The p prophet, .. «ti a shall speak in the name of other gods, . . 
die (Deut. 18 : 
The house fell upo i cs tenis and upon all 7 


TT oe them down to the brook, . 
som og it, . 


i. “tretiiiiiins Wbeind: 
They fie io okey the pillars... and epee them (26). 


. dash in pieces their pillars (Deu 
images of thet eir rt Ye bara ( ent. 7: 25). 
on and pillars 


m high 


. were minded to slay them (Acts 5: 


. . worahippere of Baal 


ae (Ta. 5:11). 


A tragic end 


3. ° mf na wat was filled.” (1) 
5 (8) An immense assembly ; ( 
II, DESTRUCTIVE BLOWS. 
|. Baal’s Worshipers Siain: 


Go in, and slay them ; let none come forth (25). 


slew them (1 Kings 


Kings i4: +7 


altar and the high nls he praked copra (2 Kings 28 


i. ge 8 Worship Overthrown : 
Thue Jehu destroyed Baal out of Israel (28). 
Thou shalt utterly overthrow them (Exod. 28 : 24), 
their name out of that place (Deut. 8). 
In those days the Lord began to cut Israel short (2 icing 10 : 32), 
He hath put all his enemies under his feet (1 Cor, 15 : 25), 
1, “ His life shall be fox the life of him.” (1) The doomed wor- 
te (2) The appointed executioners; (3) The imperative 


2 “Go fh in, and day them; let none come forth.” (1) Ordered to 


Bas inwemeane to 
destroyed from 


yw 


o tai ayy, (2) Forbidden to 


ehu destro: 
ais Sy (2) Bast ruling 
Israel. 


aa out “i a wg 


("Baal den 


Ill, DEFECTIVE CONSECRATION. 


Follower of Evil Men: 


Fram the sine of Jereboom . . . Jehu departed not (29). 


+» Behold thy gods, O purnel (4 Kings 12 ; 28). 


to all the law (Josh. 1 


Ki 
ord way (ings 18 3 88), 


If thou doest well, shalt thou not be accepted ? oe. 4:7.) 
Blessed, ... he that doeth righteousness ( 106 ; 8). 
Let us not be weary in well-doing (Gal. 6 : 9). 


But ye, brethren, be not weary in wel }-doing (2 Thess, 3 : 12). 
tll, A Neglecter of God’s Will: 
Jehu took no heed to walk in the law of the Lord (31). 


Thou shalt therefore obey the voice of the — “ages 27 : 10). 
Observe to do accordin 


Take diligent heed to do the commandment (oa 22 : 5). 


ought to give the more earnest heed (Heb. 2:1). 


* Jehu retantat not from after them.” 
Jehu’s — art. comin bad example: 
we 


Jeb ae. 


; (2) Neglect in motive. 


(1) Jeroboam’s ¢: 


(2) A faithful follower 
() 
fant ey (2) pao pee . weeae pty (3) Jehovah's just 


2 Meee * But Jehu jook no heed to walk in the law of the Lord.” (1) 
* geal in action ; 


which is right.” 





LESSON BIBLE READING. 


ZEAL. 


Characteristic of Jesus (Psa, 69 : 9 ; John 2: 17). 


Commended to saints (Rom. 12: 11; 


Rev. 3 : 19). 


Characteristic of saints (Psa. 119 : 139; Tit. 2: 14). 


Promotes zeal in others (2 Cor. 9 : 2). 
Must be rightly directed (2 Sam. 21 : 
Must be guided by knowledge (Rom. 
May bs used for evil (2 Kings 10: 16 ; 
Should be used for good (Gal. 4 : 18 ; 


1,2; Phil. 3: 6). 
10:3; Gal, 1; 14). 
Matt. 28 ; 15). 
Jude 8). 





LESSON SURROUNDINGS, 


Gotpen Text: Man looketh on the outward appearanee, 
but the Lord looketh on the heart.—1 Sam. 16 : 7. 


Dany Homz REApinas: 


te (M 15). 
‘tan med had ‘tiled ‘Paul (Acts 
1, ‘Ahab served Baal « little; but Jehu shall serve him much,” 


t. 
- that he might destroy the worshippers of Baal.” 
(1) ~ nt BB ved + en (2) An unapproved means.—(1) Good 


A oe house ; ? An 


. shali 
le (Judg. 16 : 30), 


. that he might destroy the worshippers (2 Kings 


ample ; 


LxTERVENIXG Events.—The story of the siege of Samaria 


a, Siascilbiaaiccextiihyrigs setocsh ts wae sacl 
'|-the land of the Philistines, where she had taken ; 


ee 








ing a seven years’ famine (2 Kings 8 : 1-6). The mention of 
Gehazi makes it that this incident the 
healing of Naaman. Elisha visits Damascus during the sick- 
ness qf Ben-hadad. Hazael is sent by the king to inqnire 
about his recovery ; the prophet predicts Hezagl’s cruelty to 
Israel; the latter returns and murders his lord. The reign 
of Jehoram of Judah is described, including the revolt of 
Edom. Ahaziah succeeds him, and joins Joram (of Israe}) 
in a war against Hazael, who had become king of Syria. 
Joram is wounded at Ramoth-Gilead, and returns to Jezreel, 

Ahazish going to see him. Elisha sends one of the sons ‘of 
the prophets to Ramoth-Gilead to secretly anoint Jehu, one 
of the captains, as king of Israel.. This is done, and a full 
prediction made to Jehu of the destruction of Ahab’s family. 
The other officers inquire about the young man’s errand. 
When Jehu at length reveals it, they all proclaim him’ as 
king. Jehu drives to Jezreel, having prevented any news of 
revolt from reaching the city before him. As he is seen ap- 
proaching the city, me-seng>rs are sent by Joram to meet 
him, but are detained by Jehu, At length, Jehu being recog- 
nized by the watchman, the two kings drive out to meet him. 
Joram is shot by Jehu, and his body cast into the field of 
Naboth. Ahaziah flees, but is wounded in the chariot, and 
dies during his further flight. Jehu comes to Jezreel, and, 
being taunted by Jezebel, bids her attendants throw her down 
from the window; she is trampled to death, and her body 
eaten by the dogs. Jehu then sends to Samaria, bidding them 
choose a son of Ahab and contend for the kingdom; but they 
submit to Jehu, who bids them slay the sons of Ahab. This 
is done, and their heads are sent toJehu. Further executions 
take place in Jezree!l, and even the brethren of Ahaziah, king 
of Judah, are put to death by Jehu on his way to Samaria. 


Samaria, the work of destroying Ahab’s family and adherents 
goes on. The lesson follows, 

Piace.—Samaria, the capital of Israel; in particular, “the 
house of Baal,” the temple, or collection of buildings, devoted 
to the worship of this heathen deity. It had been erected by 
Ahab (1 Kiggs 16: 32) about twenty-six years before this. 
The site is unknown. 

Tre.—According to the usual chronology, Jehu seized the 
crown in B. C. 884. Davis.dates the beginning of his reign 
in B. C. 842. The lesson probably belongs to the first year 
of Jehu. 

Persons.—Jehu, the new king; the, people of Israel, 
especially the ‘worshipers of Baal; .Jehonadab, the son of 
Rechab; the keeper of the “ vestments ;”. fourscore men, 
appaventiy of the king’s guard. 

IncIDENTS.—Jehu gathers the people, and professes a desire 
to serve Baal more than Ahabdid. He dppoints a great festi- 
val, bidding all theworshipers of Baal assemble, on penalty of 
death. Accordingly they come and fill the temple of idolatry 
in Samaria, Jehu bids the keeper bring forth vestments, 
and institute a search for any servants of Jehovah in the 
crowd. The fourscore men without are bidden to let no one 
escape; and, when the burnt offering is ended, the ‘armed 
men are commanded to enter the temple and slay all within. 
This they do, penetrating to the citadel of the temple, and 
killing all as they go. All the outward signs of idolatry are 
destroyed, and the site of the temple converted into a cess- 
pool. But Jehu does not destroy the golden calves at Dan 
and Bethel, nor does he heartily follow the law of Jehovah. 
Accordingly he is commended for what good he has done, bat 
the promise to his family is extended only to the fourth 
generation. 





CRITICAL NOTES. 
BY PROFESSOR W. HENRY GREEN, D.D., LL.D. 


Ahab was the worst of all the kings of Israel (1 Kings 21 : 
25, 26). He persecuted the prophets (1 Kings 18: 4), and 
sought to abolish )the worship of Jehovah, and to introduce 
instead the worship of Baal. He’ was ready to sacrifice the 
rights and the lives of his subjects in order to accomplish his 
ends, as was shown by his murder of Naboth. Elijah was 
directed to anoint Jehu, the son of Nimshi, to be king of 
Israel (1 Kings 19: 16). The Lord, as supreme Ruler over 
the nations, puts down one and sets up another at his 
pleasure. He was in a very special sense the Ruler of Israel, 
giving them their laws and appoigting those who bore rule 
over them. He interfered to terminate the degenerate sway 
of Ahab’s ungodly house, and transferred the kingdom into 
other hands. And when the proper time arrived, Elisha 
sent one of the sons of the prophets to anoint Jehu as king (2 
Kings 9: 1-8). Jehu had thus a divine commission to effect 
a revolution by overturning the dynasty of Ahab, and puting 
an end to Baal worship. This is no justification, however, of 
the cruelty and duplicity which he practiced in accomplish- 
ing these ends, or of.the unworthy motives by which he was 
astented, of of Sin the Eepapeeing, ond woepetnaling She seg 
ship of the golden calves. 





closes with an account of the death of the captain who doubted 
Elisha’s prediction (2 Kings 7 : 17-20). The property of the 


Verse 18.—Under the pretense that he was more zealous 
for the worship of Baal than even Ahab had been, he devised 


The meeting with Jehonadab is described. On reaching © 
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- of the law. Jehu sought to accomplish a praiseworthy end, 





of the wor pagan deity. 
ving se gods was by ' Sis oe heal s'cighal 
gravy It was a violation of the fundamental 

nciples on which the state was founded. It was an open 
Cy geet ombnpd 1 dragged a 
vah, who had made them his people. It was righit, there- 
fore, for Jehu'to use his power to put an end to the practice, 
and to inflict upon the perpetrators of this crime the penalty 


bat, in doing this, he made use of falsehood and deceit ; and 
there is too much reason to believe that his efforts to extin- 

the worship of Baal were prompted, not by a sincere 
loyalty to Jehovah, but with the view of establishing his 
own power. The adherents of Baal were naturally partial to 
the family of Ahab. If Jehu could exterminate them, he 
would rid himself f a party who were likely to be hostile to 
him, and he would at the same time secure the attachment 
of those who favored the old order of things. 

Verse 19.—He therefore announced that he was about to 
hold a great festival in honor of Baal, to which he sum- 
moned all the propliets of this deity; that is, alt who pro- 
fessed to be inspired by him and to make disclosures in his 
name. Further, all his worshipérs and all his priests; that 
is, the attendants at his temples, who ministered at his altars. 
Nope were to absent themselves, on pain of death. 

Verse 20.—And Jehu said, Sanctify a solemn assembly for 
Baal: The word here rendered “solemn assembly ” is one of 
the technical terms of the Mosaic law (Lev. 23: 36; Num. 
29: 35; Deut. 16: 8), denoting a religious gathering at the 
sanctuary upon a day specially set apart for the purpose in | 
connection with one of the sacred festivals. Its occurrence 
here shows that the usages and the language of that law were 
not only current in Jadah, as we may infer from its employ- 
ment by the prophets (Joel 1 » 14; 2: 15; Isa. 1: 13), but 
even in the apostate kingdom of the ten tribes, and in appli- 
cation to their degenerate worship. This is one of the 
numerous indications that the Mosaic statutes had so entered 
into the life of the people that even their apostasy and 
schism had not succeeded in obliterating all traces of them. 
To sanctify is to observe in a sacred manner, to set apart 
religiously to the service of God, as when the fourth com- 
mandment requires the sanctifying or keeping holy the sab- 
bath day (Exod. 20:8; Deut, 5: 12).—And they proclaimed 
it: The order of the king was officially made known by the 
proper authorities. 

Verse 21.—And Jehu sent through all Israel: The an- 
nouncement and the invitation were not limited to the city 
of Samaria and the immediate neighborhood, but were sebt, 
by messengers despatched for the purpose, through the entire 
kingdom of the ten-tribes.—And all the worshippers of Baal 
éame, so that there was not a man left that came not : There was 
a general attendance of all the adherents of fiaal worship 
from all parts of the country.—And they came into the house of 
Baal: This idolatrous temple had been built by Ahab (1 
Kings 16 : 32).—And the house of Baal was filled from one end 
to another: .Literally, from mouth to mouth; that is, from 
edge to edge, or from extremity to extremity. The same 
expression occurs in 2 Kings 21 : 16, and one that is nearly 
identical in Ezra 9:11. The structure in which the ido) 
stood was surrounded by a consecrated court capable of con- 
taining this vast multitude, and all was regarded as together 
constituting the house of Baal. 

Verse 22.—And he said unto him that was over the vestry: 
This was not, as some have supposed, in the palace, but con- 
nected with the temple.— Bring forth vestments : Sacred robes, 
such as were worn at these festivals. 

Verse 23.—And Jehu went: He entered the house of Baal, 
professedly to participate in the service, but really to see that 
his orders were earried out.—And Jehonadab the son of Rechab: 
The Rechabites were a branch of the Kenites (1 Chron 
2:55), a tribe to which Moses’ father-in-law belonged (Judg. 
1: 16; 4:11), which was friendly to the Israelites, and a 
portion of whom eétablished themselves in the land of 
Canaan. Jehonadab was at this time the head of the clan, 
and seems to have been held in high repute, for which reason 
Jehu désired to have his influence in his favor (vs. 15, 16). 
The peculiar regulations under which they lived, and the 
strictness with which they adhered to the injunctions of their 
ancestor, are stated in Jeremiah 35 : 6-10 —Search, and look 
that therc be here with you none of the servants of Jehovah, but the 
worshippers of Baal only: Any others than the worshipers of 
Baal would be regarded as intruders, and were debarred from 
participation in rites their presence would profane. Such an 
order would awaken no suspicion. Jehu wished to have the 
worshipers of Baal separated from all others, and distin- 
guished by the style of robe worn, so that his executioners 
might make no mistake. 

Verse 24.—And they went in to offer sacrifices and burnt offer- 
ings: The word here rendered “sacrifices” denotes that spe- 
cies of animal offerings in which a part only of the victim 
was burned upon the altar, while the remainder was returned 
to the offerer, to be ea'en as-a sacrificial feast, In the burnt 
offerings the entire animal was consamed upon the altar. 
These two terms are frequently joined together, to embrace 
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less raultitade, who, in their consternation; would be incapable 
of resistance. And their orders were that they should let 
none eseape, on the peril of their own lives. 

Verse 25.—And it came to pass, as. soon as he had made an 
end of offering the burnt offering: The expression “to offer a 
sacrifice” may be used either of the person who brings the 
offering or of the priest by whom the service is performed at 
the altar, The pronoun “he,” as used in this clause, may 
refer to Jehu, by whom all the sacrifices on this occasion were 
provided (v. 19; comp. 1 Kings 8 : 63), or,it may refer to the 
prie-t who ministered at the altar. This moment wasselected 
for the execution, because all who had participated in the 
service had thereby shown themselves to be adherents of 
Baal, and were thus in the very act of committing what by 
the law of Moses was punishable with death.—And the guard 
and the captains cast them out: Either threw the bodies of the 
slain out of the temple, or the original expression may simply 
mean cast them aside, threw them from them as they ad- 
vanced through the crowd and pursued their bloody work.— 
And went to the city of the house of Baal: This is commonly 
understood to mean, not.the district or quarter of the city in 
which the temple was located, but a citadel or stronghold 
connected with the temple (comp. Judg. 9:46; Acts 21: 
30, 34). 

Verse 26.—And they brought forth the pillars that were in the 
house of Baal, and burned them: The erection of consecrated 
pillars as symbols of the deity was a common custom of 
Canaanitish and Pheenician idolaters, end is forbidden in the 
law of Moses (Lev. 26:1; Deut. 16: 22). The destruction 
of such pillars is enjoined (Deut. 12: 3). The pillars which 
were burned were, of course, of wood, and were probably 
dedicated to Ashtoreth or Astarte, whose worship is so fre- 
quently associated with that of Baal. 

Verse 27.—And they brake down the pillar of Baal: This 
pillar, consecrated to Baal himself, must have been of stone, 
and hence was not burned, but broken.—And brake down the 
house of Baal: This destruction of the idolatrous temple, and 
of every vestige of the idolatry connected with it, was in 
accordance with the language and the spirit of the law of 
Moses (Deut. 12 : 2).—And made it a draught house, unto this 
day : It was so defiled and desecrated that it never could be 
revived (comp. 2 Kings 23 : 14; Dan. 2: 5; 3: 29). 

Verse 28.—Thus Jehu destroyed Baal out of Israel: He put 
an end to the worship of this foreign deity which Ahab and 
Jezebel had introduced. 

Verse 29.—Nevertheless, he continued to practice and to 
maintain the worship of the golden calves instituted by Jero- 
boam at the time of the schism (1 Kings 12:28). The idola- 
try he suppressed was a breach of both the first and second 
commandments; and that he preserved, of the second com- 
mandment only. They who served Baal worshiped another 
than the true God. They who bowed down to the golden 
calves were professedly worshiping Jehovah, of whom these 
calves were meant to be symbols or material representations. 
The crime consisted in forming so degraded an idea of him 
who is the true object of worship, and in paying their homage 
to him in a way which he had expressly forbidden. Jehu 
prided himself in his zeal for Jehovah (v. 16). He was, per- 
haps, honest in this to a certain extent. His patriotic fervor 
led him to oppose'the worship of a foreign deity, and to 
uphold that of Israel’s national god. But that he was not 
actuated by a supreme regard to the will and law of God is 
plain, because he did not follow that will fully. He went as 
far as a regard to the establishment of his own power prompted 
him. . As the leader of a reaction against foreign influences, 
and of a restoration of former national practices, he could 
count upon the co-operation of the mass of the people, who 
were weary of the abominations of the house of Ahab. But 
if he were to propose a return to the pure worship of God in 
the only lawful temple at Jerusalem, he feared that the Ten 
Tribes would soon come again under the dominion of the 
house of David, and his sway would come to an end. 

Verse 30.—And Jehovah said unto Jehu: Not by an im- 
mediate revelation to him, but by a communication through 
some of the prophets.— Becavse thou hast ddne well in executing 
that which is right in mine eyes: He had accomplished what 
was in itself commendable as far as it went. He had abol- 
ished the worship of Baal in Israel. The deceit which he 
had practiced in the matter is not sanctioned. It is what he 
had effected, and not the way in which he had effected it, 
that is here approved. That the worshipers of Baal were 
put to death was in accordance with the supreme law of the 
land, which he, as king, was bound to enforce. This is pre- 
cisely parallel to Elijah’s putting the prophets of Baal to 
death (1 Kings 18: 40), and is to be justified on the same 
ground. Such an act performed now by any human govern- 
ment would be inhuman and cruel. The explanation is 
afforded by the difference between the two dispenra‘ions. In 
the weaknes.and infancy of the Church, the peril was that 
true religion would be destroyed by the encroachments of 
heathenism, and stern measures were needed for its repres- 





every variety of animal offeriugs.— Now Jehu had appointd him 





sion. Bat a ter the Son of God had come, and the gospel was 
fully made known, the truth of God was armed with a power 


whieh fitted Ut Sir Che cceniibeitdl tha wert, wit th ad lenges’ 
needed to be confined within Fes Led Suh ccc 
the support of worldly power. The Lord Jesus . 
contrasted his own ministry with that of Elijah by pers 
“The Son of man is not come to destroy men’s lives, but to 
save them” (Luke 9: 56),—And hast done unto the house of | 
Ahab according to all that was in mine heart: The purpose for 
which Jehu was anointed king.was that he might overthrow 
this ungodly house (2 Kings 9: 6,7). Their bloodthirsty 

cruelty and their attempt to nationalize the worship of Baal, 
and thus to overthrow the fundamental constitution of Israel, . 
justified not only their deposition, but their execution, And 
so long as any of the house survived who might be pretenders 
to the throne, and raise the standard of insurrection and 
strive again to bring about the domination of Baal, the peace 
of the nation and the safety of the national religion could not 
be regarded as assured. But here the question is raised, 
whether the language of this passage is consistent with that 
of Hosea 1: 4: “TI will avenge the blood of Jezreel upon the 
house of Jehu.” It has been affirmed that thisis an instance 
in which prophet conflicts with prophet. What previous 
prophets had commended as pleasing to God, and made the 
occasion of promise, a later prophet censures as criminal, and 
threatens the divine vengeance because of it. There may be 
some question as to what Hosea means by “the blood of 
Jezreel.” But even if it means, as the objection assumes, the 
slaughter of the sons of Ahab in Jezreel (2 Kings 9 : 6, 7, 11), 
that which was right, considered as done in compliance with the 
divine law, assumes a very different character when regarded 
as prompted by his own ambition.— Thy children of the fourth © 
generation shall sit on the throne of Israel: This was literally 
and exactly fulfilled. The kings of this family were Jehu, 
Jehoahaz (v. 35), Joash (2 Kings 13 : 9), Jeroboam (14: 16), 
Zachariah (14: 29),—the last of whom reigned but six months, 
when he was assassinated by the usurper Shallum (15:8, 10), 

Verse 31.—But Jehu took no heed to walk in the law of Jeho- 
vah, the God of Israel, with all his heart: The commendation, 
it will be observed, is partial, and. is limited to the matter of 
his actions so far as it was right, without approval of his 
methods and motives, which were grossly wrong. At the 
same time the severe censure is passed upon him, that the law 
of God was not made the rule of his conduct, and he did not 
follow it with all his heart. 


Princeton Theological Seminary. 





THE LESSON STORY. 


BY CUNNINGHAM GEIKIE, D.D., LL.D, 


On the day when Elijah suddenly appeared on the way to 
Ahab, and denounced a curre on him and his house for the 
murder of Naboth, there rode, in attendance on him, in the 
chariot following that of the king, an officer of his army, des- 
tined to work the fulfilment of the awful words he then heard 
from the lips of the prophet. It was Jehu, a fiery and reso- 
lute soldier, with no pity in his nature, of boundless ambition, 
and with a power of smooth-faced dissimulation, worthy of 
one who was to be a successful conspirator on the greatest 
scale, Years passed; but, though the ominous words of 
Elijah had sunk deep in his heart, he bore himself so 
graciously, and with such apparent loyalty, that he steadily 
rose, till he gained the position of gaptain of the host, or 
commander in chief, which placed him next the royal family 
in dignity. 

The old quarrel of the retention of Ramoth, in Gilead, by 
Syria, in the face of treaty obligations to restore it to Israel, 
still prolonged hostilities between the two nations. Ahab 
had died under its walls, and now Joram, his son, had been 
forced to go back to Jezreel, from before it, to recover from a” 
wound received in its attack, the command, in his absence, pass- 
ing, as amatter of course,toJehu. Ahab’s death bad hindered 
any successful revolution, fur the time; but the temporary help- 
lessness of his son, and the position it gave Jehu, brought the 
fitting moment. A prophet had first, apparently, kindled 
the idea of conspiracy in the mind of the traitor, and now a 
second was finally to stimulate his brooding purpose into 
fierce action. Suddenly, while Jehu was sitting in counsel 
with his officers, a young prophet, sent by Elisha, appeared 
before him, his outer coat girt up, as with runners or men in 
great haste, and, calling him apart, to the innermost room, 
where he was absolutely alone, solemnly anointed him king, 
telling him, as he did so, that the especial reason of his 
elevation was that he might exterminate “the whole house of 
Ahab,” as utterly as their destroyers had rooted out the 
dynasties of Jeroboam and Baasha. This said, the visitor 
fled. “Who was he?” rose from all lips. But Jehu for the 
moment prevaricated, to gather his thoughts. Presently, 
however, he told his staff. He had taken care to be popular 
with all who could help him; and the king had been under- 
mined by intrigues, and his eubintiaiiis to Jezebel had ruined 
him, at least with the army; for at once a shont rose from all 
the officers present, hailing Jehu as king, and the whole force 
joined in the ery when the usurper, brought out to the top of 
the +tair leading to the flat roof, and seated on an extempo- 





rized throne, with bright war cloaks for tapestry, at his feet, 
was shown to the soldiery as their new monarch. Wild 
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“ ecarlshves of trampets rent the alr,” Jehu wan thelr king! 
- Military revolations had marked all the past of the northern 
kingdom, and continued to be its characteristic to the end. 
It was a military, not a popular, monarchy. 

No time, however, was to be lost. Chariots having been 

ordered, Jehu, with a detachment, rode off with a wild speed, 
for which he was notorious, down the ravines to the Jordan, 
and thence up the defile behind Beisan, to Jezreel, that he 
might reach it before news of the revolt had spread, The 
warden on the tower there, seeing chariots dashing toward 
him, sounded the alarm, and a rider was sent off to find out 
who approached. But he was not allowed to return; and a 
second was, in the same way, detained. At last Joram felt 
sure it was Jehu, from his reckless driving, and, in his 
anxiety to know why the army had thus been left, himself 
Pode out tolearn. “Has Hazael made peace?” shouted he, 
as he got near the traitor. Jehu’s answer showed his mood. 
The king, like his father, had let his hated mother rule, and 
this was a revolt against him, on her account, Muttering to 
Ahaziah of Jodah, his sister Athaliah’s son, who rode beside 
him in a second chariot, that treason was afoot, he turned 
and fled, but only to fall out of his chariot, the next moment, 
mortally wounded by an arrow from Jehu’s bow. To throw 
his body into what had been the vineyard of Naboth stopped 
progress for a few moments, and enabled Ahaziah to gain the 
rough pass to the south, near Engannim; but there he too 
was overtaken and fatally wounded, dying at the town of 
Megiddo, near at hand, 
_ Jezebel, now a woman of about sixty, had seen all, and, 
brave to the last, resolved either to make a conquest of Jehu 
or to defy him to his worst. “ What came of Zimri that 
murdered his master?” cried she, as Jehu approached. But 
the next moment the poor painted and tired old woman, vain 
even in her agony of excitement, was hurled down from the 
window, at Jehu’s command, by some eunuchs, and lay there 
till the town-dogs at nightfall, finding the corpse, devoured 
it, all but the skull, the palms, and the soles of her feet. 

But this was not enough. Eastern policy on the rise of a 
new dynasty, and too often even on the accession of a new 
monarch, is satisfied only by the exfirpation of all branches 
of the former king’s family. Seventy sons of Ahab—for 
polygamous families of Oriental sovereigns are often enor- 
mous—were precently put tc death at Samaria, and their 
heads sent to the new ruler; and forty-two princes of the 


_ foyal house of Judah, coming on a visit to Joram, in 


ignotance of his death, shared the same fate, The dynasty 
of Omri was exterminated, and the curse of Elijah fulfilled. 
According to his light, Jehu was a fanatical opponent of 
Jezebel’s heathen innovations, and loyal to the old national 
God, Jehovah. But his only ideas of reformation were those 
of a cruel and bloody mind. Summoning to Samaria all the 
followers of Baal, as if to a grand festival in honor of the 
god, he drew together a vast assembly into the grounds of 
the heathen temple, pretending to be himself an idolater; 
but when they were once helplessly shut in, he caused them 
to be hewn down to the last man. Elijah had slaughtered 
the priests of the idol; but Jehu killed a vast multitude of his 
countrymen, Jed into a snare by his hypocritical treachery. 
The one idea, apparently, in his mind, was to prevent any 
counter-revolution. He would secure his throne by leaving 
no one alive who could disturb him. Jehovah worship, 
which was still dear to the hereditary instincts of the nation, 
though of little influence on its general character, was duly 
restored, but in the form established by Jeroboam at the 
founding of the kingdom ; the golden calves being retained, 
at Bethel and Dan, as the symbols of the God of their fathers, 
Dreading the power of Damascus under Hazael, who had 


‘mcceeded to the throne by murdering Ben-hadad: the king, 


Jehu took the furter step, in addition to his restoring the 
p of Jehovah, of becoming a tributary of Shalmaneser 
ye mighty ruler of Nineveh, His payment of the 
amount imposed on him by Assyria is still represented to us 
in a series of small sculptures on a miniature obelisk, for- 
tunately recovered from the ruins of the Assyrian capital. 
The bearers of the gifts are dressed in long sacks, elaborately 
fringed, without sleeves, and carry bars of silver and gold, 
gold in plates, gold table utensils, gold drinking-ves-els, bars 
of lead, a scepter for the Great King, spears, and other arti- 
cles of value; hardly any of them, however, such as the ter- 
ritory of the northern kingdom yielded. We have thus a 
glance at the social development of the country in Jehu’s 
time, which reveals a progress in meta!lurgy and the textile 
arts which might not have been expected, though the great 
mass of the people were probably far too poor to indulge in 
luxury. Jehu’s reign, under the protection of Assyria, was 
couiparatively quiet, and he had the advantage of Elisha 
jiving permanently under him in Samaria; for the prophet 
Continued to witness for God more than forty years after 
Jehu’s accession, though he took no prominent part in public 
affairs, Jehu reigned in all twenty-eight years, and left his 
throne to his son,—a monument of the difference between 
ferocious orthodoxy and essential religiousnes#; for no one 
could have shown more of the one or less of the other, so far 
as his public acts reveal him. 


. .Talbothurst, Bournemowth, England. 





IMPURE ZEAL. 
BY ALEXANDER McLAREN, D.D. 

The details of this story of bloodshed need ‘little elucide-' 
tion, Jehu had “ driven furiously ” tosome purpose, Secrecy 
and swiftness joined to unhesitating severity had crushed the 
dynasty of Ahab, which fell unlamented and unsupported, as 
if lightning-struck. The nobler elements had gathered to 
Jehu, as represented by the Rechabite, Jehonadab, evidently 
a Jehovah worshiper, and closely associated with the fierce 
soldier in this lesson.. Jehu first secured his position, and 
then smote the Baal worship as heavily and conclusively as 
he had done the royal family. He “struck once, and struck 
no more;” for the single blow pulverized. 

The audacious pretext of an intention to ontdo the fallen 
dynasty in Baal worship must have sounded strange to those 
who knew how his massacre of Ahab's house had been repre- 
sented by him as fulfilling Jehovah's purpose, but it was not 
too gross to be believed. So we can fancy the joyous revival 
of hope with which from every corner of the land the Baal 
priests, prophets, and worshipers, recovered from their fright, 
came flocking to the great temple in Samaria, till it was like 
a cup filled with wine “from brim to brim.” The worship 
cannot have numbered many adherents if one temple could 
hold the bulk of them. Probably it had never been more 
than a court fashion, and, now that Jezebel was dead, had 
lost ground. A token of royal favor was given to each of the 
crowd, in the gift of a vestment from the royal wardrobe. 
Then Jehu himself, accompanied by the ascetic Jehonadab, 
entered the court of the temple, a strangely assorted pair 
and a couple of very “distinguished” converts. The Baal 
priests would thrill with gratified pride, when these two came 
to worship. The usual precautions against the intrusion of 
non-worshipers were taken at Jehu’s command, but with a 
sinister meaning, undreamed of by the eager searchers. That 
was a sifting for destruction, not for preservation, So they 
all passed into the inner court to offer sacrifice. 

The story gives a double picture in verse 24, Within are 
the jubilant worshipers; without, the grim company of their 
executioners, waiting the signal to draw their swords and 
burst in on the unarmed mob. Jehu carried his deception 
so far that he himself offered the burnt offering, with Jehona- 
dub s'anding by, and then withdrew, followed, no doubt, by 
grateful acclamations. A step or two brought him to the 
“eighty men without.” Two stern words, “Go, smite-them,” 
are enough. They storm in, and “ the songs of the temple” 
are turned to “ howlings in that day.” The defenseless, sur- 
prised crowd, huddled together in the dimly lighted shrine, 
were massacred toa man, The innermost sanctuary was then 
wrecked, corpses and statues thrown pell-mell into the outer 
courts or beyond the precincts, fires lit to barn the abomina- 
tions, and busy hands, always more ready for pillage and 
destruction than for good work, pulled down the tempie, the 
ruins of which were turned to base uses, The writer, pic- 
turing the wild scene, sums up with a touch of exultation: 
“Thus Jehu destroyed Baal ovt of Israel,”—where note the 
emphatic prominence of the three namies of the king, the 
god, and the nation. That is the vindication of the terrible 
deed. 

Now, the main interest of this lesson lies in its disclosure 
of the strangely mingled character of Jehu, and in the fact 
that his bloody severity was approved by God, and rewarded 
by the continuance of his dynasty for a longer time than any 
other on the throne of Israel. 

Jehu was influenced by “ zeal for the Lord,” however much 
smoke mingled with the flame. He acted under the convic- 
tion that he was God’s instrument, and, at each new deed of 
blood; asserted his fulfilment of prophecy, His profession to 
Jehonadab (2 Kings 10 : 16) was not hypocrisy nor ostentation. 
The Rechabite sheikh was evidently a man of mark, and 
apparently one of the leaders of thove who had not “bowed 
the knee to Baal;” and Jehu’s disclosure of his animating 
motive was meant to secure the alliance of that party through 
one of its chiefs, No doubt many elements of selfishness and 
many stains mingled with Jehu’s zeal. It was much on the 
same level as the fanaticism of the immediate successors of 
Mohammed; but, dow as it was, look at its power. Jehu 
swept like a whirlwind, or like leaping fire among stubble, 
from Ramoth to Jezreel, from Jezreel to Samaria, and noth- 
ing stood before his fierce onset. Promptitade, decision, 
secrecy,—the qualities which carry enterprises to success,— 
marked his character; partly, no doubt, from natural tem- 
perament, for God chooses right instruments, but from tem- 
perament heightened and invigorated by the conviction of 
being the instrument whom God had chosen. We may learn 
how even a very imperfect form of this conviction gives irre- 
sistible force to a man, annihilates fear, draws the teeth of 
danger, and gathers up all one’s faculties to a point which 
ean pierce any opposition. We may all recognize that God 
has sent uson his errands; and if we cherish that conviction, 
we shall put away from us slothfulness and fear, and out of 
weakness shall be made strong. 

Bat Jehu sets forth the possible imperfections of “ seal for 
the Lord.” We may defer fur a moment the cunsideration 
of the morality of his slaughter of the royal house and the 














‘| Beal worshipers, nod point to the taint of selfishness and io 
the leaven of deceit in his enthusiasm. We have notto ~~ 


analyze it. That is God’s work. But clearly the object 
which he had in view was not merely fulfilment of prophecy, 
but securing the throne; and there was more passion, as well 
as selfish policy, in his massacres, than befitted a minister of 
the Divine justice, who should let no anger disturb the 
solemnity of his terrible task. Such dangers ever a‘tend the 
path of tlie men who feel themselves to be sent by God. In 
our humble lives, they dog our steps, and religious fervor 
needs ever to keep careful watch on itself, lest it should de- 
generate unconsciously into self-will, and should allow the 
muddy stream of earth-born passion to darken the crystal 
waters, } 

Many a great name in the annals of the Church has fallen 
before that temptation. We all need to remember that “the 
wrath of man” “ worketh not the righteousness of God,” and 
to take heed lest we should be guided by our own stormy im- 
patience of contradiction, and by a determination to have 
our own way, while we think ourselves the humble instru- 
ments of a divine purpose, There was a “ Zelotes” in the 
apostolate; but the coarse, sanguinary “zeal” of his party 
must have reed«d much purifying before it learned what 
manner of spirit the zeal of a true disciple was of. 

Another point of interest is the Divine emphatic approval, 
of Jehu’s bloody acts (v.30). The massacre of the Baal wor- 
shipers is not included in the acts which God declares to 
have been “according to all that was in mine heart,” and it 
may be argued that it was not part of Jehu’s commission. 
Certainly the accompanying deceit was not “ right in God's 
eyes,” but the slanghier in Baal’s temple was the natural 
sequel of the civil revolution, and is most probably included 
in the deeds approved. 

Perhaps Elisha brought Jehu the message in verse 30, If 
#0, what a contrast between the two instruments of God's pur- 
poses! At all evenis, Jehovah’s approval was distinctly 
given, Whatthen? There.need be no he«itation in recog- 
nizing te progressive character of Scripture morality, as 
well as the growth of the revelation of the Divine character, 
of which the morality of each epoch is the reflection, The 
full revelation of the God of love had to be preceded by the 
clear revelation of the God of righteousness; and, whilst 
the Old Testament does make known the love of God in 
many 4 gracious act and word, it especially teaches his right- 
eous condemnation of sin, without which his love were mere 
facile indulgence and impunity. The slaughter of that wicked 
house of Ahab and of the Baal priests was the act of Divine 
justice, and the question is simply whether that justice was 
entitled to slay them. To that question believers in a divine 
providence can give but one answer. The destruction. of 
Baal worghip and the annihilation of its stronghold in Ahab’s 
family were sufficient reasons, as even we can see, for such a 
deed. To bring in Jehu intothe problem is unecessary, 
He was the sword, but God’s was the hand that struck. It is 
not for men to arraign the Lord of life and death for his 
methods and times of sending death to evil-doers. Granted 
that the “longsuffering” which is“ not willing that any should 
perish” speaks more powerfully to onr hearts than the jus- 
tice which smites with death, the later and more blessed 
revelation is possible and precious only on the foundation of 
the former. Nor will a loose-braced generation like ours, 
which affects to be horrified at the thonght of the “wrath of 
God,” and recoils from the contemplation of his judgments, 
ever reach the inhermost secrets of the tenderness of his 
love, 

From the merely human point of view; we may say that 
revolutions are not made with rose-water, and that, at all 
cfises in a nation’s history, when some ancient evil is to be 
thrown off, and some powerful system is to be crushed, there 
will be violence, which easy-going people, who have never 
passed through like times, will hold up their hands at in 
horror and with cheap censure. No doubt we have a higher 
law than Jehu knew, and Christ has put his own gentle ¢om- 
mandment of love in the plage of what was “said to them of 
old time.” But let us, while we obey it for ourselves, and 
abjure violence and blood, judge the men of old “ aceording 
to-that which they had, and not according to that which they 
had not.” Jehu’s bloody deeds are not held up for admira- 
tion. His obedience is what is praised and rewarded. Well 
for us if we obey our better law as faithfully, 

The last point in the lesson is the imperfegtion of the 
obedience of Jehu. He contente! himself with rooting out 
Baal, but left the calves. That shows the impurity of his 
“geal,” which flamed only against what it was for his advan- 
tage to destroy; and left the more popular and older idolatry 
undisturbed, Obedience has to be “all in all, or not at all,” 
We may not compound for sins we are inclined to, by zeal 
against those we have no mind to. Our consciences are apt 
to have insensitive spots in them, like witch-marks. We 
often think it enough to remove the grosser evils, and leave 
theless. But white ants wi.l eat up a carcass faster than a lion, 
Putting away Baal is of little use if we keep the calves at 
Dan and Beth-el. Nothing but walking in the law of the 
Lord “with all the heart” will secure onr walking safely, 
“Unite my heart to fear thy name” nevds to be our daily 
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TEACHING POINTS. 
” BY BISHOP H. W. WARREN, D.D. 
" The Jezebel family filled the places of power in both Israel 


' and Judah. So much vehement push had taken possession 


of both nations. 

An immense temple to Baal, with several hundred priests, 
stood in Samaria. Everywhere the land reeked with the 
abominuble rites. Elijah’s word against Ahab and his house 
had been only partially fulfilled. Bat Jehu, designated 
to be king some twenty years before, had been in training 
for his work. Now the hour struck. Any mere statesman 
could see that idolatry was eating the heart out of the nation, 
and its attendant sensuality was destroying the bodies of men. 
Tt was a drain and waste without power of repair. 

Jehu was the wholesale executioner, under the law, of 
multitudes whose lives were a menace to all God's efforts to 
train a people into righteousness. God believes in capital 
punishment. Executioners are not presumed to be delicate, 
refined, and discriminating gentlemen. They may be im- 
perfect instruments for some purposes, but they must be rugged 
enough for the purpose appointed thém, 

It is*the greatest comfort that, after Jezebel had been eaten 
of dogs, and her family slain, the worshipers of Baal were so 
diminished that they could be put into one house, This speaks 
yolumes for the influence of Elijah, Elisha, their schools of 
the prophets, and the judgments of God upon the nation, 
Jehu took great pains to exclude Jehovah’s worshipers from 
the slaughter, and to have every Baalite duly uniformed or 
invested (v. 23). 

There. were many men bitterly opposed to our African 
slavery, and who worked and fought for its extinction, who 
were not models in other virtues, Round men are scarce. 
Zeal so absorbs them that they have less growth in love. 
There never was but one perfect man. God made the most 
he could of Jehu, and rewarded him for four generations 
(v. 30), when he would have been glad to have rewarded him 
for all generations. Jehu put Baalism out of Israel, but he 
“took no heed to walk in the law of the Lord God of Israel 
with all his heart.” 


Denver, Colo, 





[ILLUSTRATIVE APPLICATIONS. 
BY H, CLAY TRUMBULL, 


Ahab served Baal alittle; but Jehu shall serve him much (v.18). 
There are different ways of serving; and this segtence from 
the lips of Jehu shows that a man may use the same word in 
two opposite meanings at one and thesametime. Jehu spoke 
as if he were to worship Baal with more earnestness than did 
Ahab; but he really meant, in his heart, Ahab served Baal 
slavishly; I’ll serve him right. Because Jehu spoke thus 
deceitfully in a good cause, it doesn’t follow that his method of 
doing was justifiable; but Jehu’s double speech does suggest 
that you must sometimes get back of a man’s words to know 
a man’s meaning. 

And all the worshippers of Baal came, so that there was not a 
man left that came not (v.21). The less there is of godliness 
in an entertainment, the more of a crowd it will draw. And 
men are a great deal more faithful in attendance at places of 
evil resort than of good. A circus or a menagerie in a country 
community will bring out more farmers and their families in 
haying-time than have been at church within a year, in that 
region, on any five Sundays put together. The keeper of a 
corner grog-shop feels more sure of his customers six nights 
in the week than the average pastor does of his church-mem- 
bers at the mid-week prayer-meeting,—one evening in seven, 
There are Sunday-school teachers who will not miss atten- 
dance at a weekly popular lécture, or club, or concert, who 
are really “too tired” to be at the teachers’-meeting when 
the evening for that comes around. There is a heartiness 
and 4 fidelity shown in the Devil’s service, and in attendance 
on meetings for almort any other object than the highest 
spiritual good, which ought to put to shame the professed 
followers of the Lord Jesus Christ. 


Look that there be here with you none of the servants of the Lord 
(v. 23). The servants of the Lord had no business in the [ 


house of Baal, Had they remained there throngh the per- 
formances of that day, they would have lost their lives in 
consequence. In more instances than one, a servant of the 
Lord has lost his life through being where he didn’t belong. 
He has not, it is true, died through a direct judgment of God 
on him for being where he was, but he has died through not 
being where he ought to be. It is never well for a servant of 
the Lord to be in any place where he would be unwilling to 
meet death if it came tohim there, He ought not, indeed, to 
be where he would be unwilling to die because of being there. 
Unless it would be a good record that that servant of the Lord 
died because he was just then in that theater, or in that ball- 
room, or on that train of cars, or in tat city, or in that home, 
ve in that church, then let him look to it that there be there 
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if he dies for it. The post of duty is a good station at which 
to live or to die; it is the only station werpacmration caght 
ever to be found. 

Because thou hast iske itt = 5 Cag balig ihe ot on the 
throne (v. 80). If a man does evil, he suffers for it, and his 
children suffer for it also. If he does well, hé end his children 
are rewarded. ,A consciousness of this truth ought to stimu- 
late parents to well doing, and restrain them from trangres- 
sion, No father can be known as intemperate, or dishonest, 
or impure, or unfaithfal to a trust, or profane and godless, 
without having his children hang their heads for shame of 
his misconduct. If, on the other hand, a father is honest and 
indastrious ; if he gains the respect and affection of the com- 
munity; if he attains to any worthy distinction above his 
fellows,—his good name reflects on his children, and they have 
commendable delight in their father’s good standing. Even 
partial well-doing like Jehu’s is rewarded on one’s children. 
Heaven was not promised to Jehu’s descendants, but a throne 
in Israel was. A father cannot get his children into heaven 
by his zeal for the right in one direction; but his conduct 
even thus far will redound to their credit. 

But Jehu tool no heed to-walk in the law of the Lord, the God 
of Terael, with all his heart (v. 31). A reformer is not always 
a pattern of godliness. A great many men are more zealous 
in hostility to particular forms of evil than they are faithful 
in observing the way in which they should go. They do not 
love liberty so mach as they hate oppressors; they are more 
ready to fight rum-sellers than they are to be temperate in all 
things; they are violent in denunciation of men of another 
party or another sect from themselves, but they are not care- 
ful to show a proper spirit, or to pursue a correct course, in 
the sight of all who observe them and their ways. It is not 
necessary that a reformer should be an inconsistent man. He 
loses power if he isso. The better way for him would be to 
show himself zealous against all forms of evil, and at the same 
time to take “heed to walk in the law of the Lord, the God 
of Israel, with all his heart.” 


Philadelphia. 





TEACHING HINTS. 
BY A. F, SCHAUFFLER, D.D. 


Explain to the class the way in which Jehu reached the 
throne. This story may be foand in 2 Kings 9. The main 
points are: 1, The anointing of Jehu; 2. The proclamation 
of Jehu as king; 3. The slaying of Jehoram; 4. The'slaying 
of Ahaziah; 5. The death of the wicked Jezebel ; 6. Then fol- 
lows (in chapter 10) the slaying of Ahab’s sons; and 7. The 
killing of Ahaziah’s brethren. Truly, a fearful record ! 

Now go on to the lesson. In this we see the steps that 
Jehu took to extirpate Baal worship from the land. He 
gathered all the prophets and priests of Baal together, under 
the pretense that he was to offer a great sacrifice to that idol. 
They came, and when he had made them all dress in a 
particular garb, he had them all put to death. He over- 
threw Baal’s altars, and at one stroke put an end to all the 
abominations of the idolytrous worship of that god. 

But, alas! Jehu did not return to the worship of Jehovah 
in all its simplicity, as he should have done; for he left the 
calves of gold that Jeroboam had set up. In this, asin many 
other things, he did not do right; for, though his zeal was 
great, he was also selfish, and so he followed not in all the 
statutes and ordinances that the Lord had commanded, as 
given by the hand of Moses. 

Of course, the great difficulty in this lesson will arise from 
the very bloody acts of Jehu and the apparent commendation 
that the Lord bestowed upon him. Oar scholars, studying 
this lesson in the midst of peace and prosperity, will be apt 
not to understand in any way the times in which this man of 
war lived. War and peace are two very different things, and 
that which is possible in one, is not at all possible in the 
other. The times then were rude, and men must be judged 
by the times in whieh they lived, and not by the rules that 
prevail three thousand years later, This will mitigate much 
our judgment of this man aud his acts; and when we think 
a little more carefully of what his work had to encounter, we 
shall begin to change our ideas about him very considerably. 

Remember that apparent crueliy may be real kindness. 
Sometimes in war it is necesvary to be stern, so that Lloodshed 
may be avoided. Jehu had either to kill or be killed. There 
was no other alternative. Jezebel and all her crew were only 
too anxious to shed his blood, and that war was one without any 
quarter. To deal swiftly and sharply with all the leaders of the 
opposition was'the only way open to this man; and in this way, 
I doubt not, he saved a great many lives, after all. I do not 
know how many fell before him, but presume that two thou- 
sand lives would cover all that were sacrificed. But if he had 
let the enemy gather their forces, in one battle more men 
than this would have fallen. Impress this view of the matter 
on the minds of the class, and they will begin to see that what 
seemed at first to be cruelty was in reality kindness, 





Consider, again, that the evils that Jehu had to suppress 
were more bitter than it was possible toendure. It is almost 





inuposstble for us to teslize bow great they were, but perhaps 


an illustration may help usin this. Suppose that the Mor- 

mons had power in Massachusetts. Suppose that they actually 

entered gil our homes, and separated husband and wife, and 
broke up all our family life with their abominations. Sup- 

pose that they had judges and juries in their power, so that 

no justice could be obtained in all the land. Suppose that 
they madé polygamy compulsory on all, and that from it. 
there was no escape except by death. What should we do? 
We should fight to the death! Yes, that is what we should 
do, even if it cost ten thousand lives, That would be a cheap 
price to pay (if it had to be paid) for the purity of our 
homes and the virtue of our daughters. But the evils that 
Jehu found in Israel were far greater than any that Mor- 
monism ever wrought. This was no less than the sanction- 
ing of awful licentiousness ‘under the name of religion. Jeze- 
bel backed these priests who taught such abominations, and, 
as far as she could, killed all who resisted her commands, 
When. we begin to realize in this way a little what the state 
of affairs under Baal worship was, we shall almost be tempted 
to think that Jehu did not go far enough in his putting to 
death of the followers of Baal, and shall stop finding so much 
fault with him for going so far. In some such way the 
teacher must try,and put his scholars into the times of this — 
lesson (and, in fact, he should try and do this in all the les- 

sons of our course), and make them see things as they were, 

Thus much light will be thrown on the actors of these 

awful days. 

Why, then, is Jehu’s zeal called false zeal? Because it was 
not genuine all through. If it had been honest zeal for 
Jehovah, he would have done that which God wanted him 
to do all through. He would have removed the golden 
calves, and have restored the pure worship of the God of 
Moses. But he went only half-way, and then stopped. Either 
through lack of faith, or through selfishness, Jehu did as 
much as he thought wise, and then stopped. Therefore his 
zeal was called false. 

See now two lessons. First, how grateful we should be 
that our lot is cast in bettet times than his! The spirit of 
Christ has made it much easier for us to worship God in the 
trne way. Second, how good it is to obey all that God lays 
down for us in his Word! Even to-day there are many who 
obey God only in part. They dgas much as seems good to 
them, and abandon the rest. These are open to the same 
censure that was visited npon Jehu,—only they are more 
culpable, becanse they live in better times and have more light 
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HINTS FOR THE PRIMARY TEACHER. 
BY FAITH LATIMER. 


How may this difficult. lesson be simplified and be made 
interesting to little children? Can they understand that 
Jehu was used by God as an instrument to punish his ene- 
mies? Without dwelling upon the painful details of what 
must seem to children ,strange and cruel, can we not teach 
that God’s Word is sure in punishment as truly as in reward, 
A valuable exercise of judgment can be called out, even in 
young minds, help ng them to decide upon the good and evil 
in Jehu’s life and work. 

For the Blackboard.—Outline a tall cbelisk, and within it, 
under the name of Jehu, make a list of the traits of character 
as brought out in teaching. 

Jehu.—Who was he? A soldier, a chief captain in the 

king’s army, and then himself a king. What king of Israel 
took Nabsth’s vineyard to be his own? Who made the plan 
for putting Nuboth out of the way? How? When King 
Ahab went into the vineyard to take possessidn of his stolen 
property, Jeau and another captain went with him, and heard 
the words of Elijah-when he told him what the Lord said of 
his wickedness, and how he was tobe punished. When Elijah 
was in the wilderness, God gave him three things to do for 
him: one thing was about a man he found plowing, and he 
threw his mantle over him. What was the man’s name? 
What was he todo? Another thing was to anoint two men 
to be kings,—one to be over Syria, and the other, Jehu the 
captain, was to be king over Israel. What is it to anoint? 
Jebu was chosen, but did not become a king until years after 
Elijah’s death. 
King Jehu.—Oue of the sons of wicked Ahab was king of 
Israel. Who were the enemies who so often made war against 
Israel? Against what city did they have a siege and cause 
a famine? How were the people saved? Who brought the 
tidings of plenty? In a battle with the Syrians, King Jeho- 
ram was wounded ; he went to Jezreel to get well. Just then 
the prophet Elisha sent one of the sons of the prophets to 
anoint Jehu to be king, and to tell him that the time had 
come when God would use him to destroy the house of Ahab. 
When the men knew the errand of the young man whom 
Elisha sent, they blew with trumpets, and shouted, “Jeha 
is king.” 

Jehu at Jezreel. _He went in his chariot, with his chief 
captain and others, to Jerreel. The watchman on the tower 





saw a company riding in haste. When the king sent horse- 
men to see if they came with a message of pence, and who it 





































































































































- was, the watchman ‘eanrel 
-qnick, fearless. Did you ever hear it said of « fast rider, 


‘a wicked woman of the same wicked family as Ahab. The 


' concerning the house of Ahab.” 


boasting was a part of his strategem. 


. Bat did God want him to deceive? Does God want his 


_ the wor.aip of God, or for the name and fame of Jehu? 
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“The driving is like the 
driving of Jehu theson of Nimshi; for he driyveth furiously.” 
Jehu did was done ewiftly, furiously; for he was 


*. “He drives like Toho”? Another king was visitidg Jeho- 
ram; it was Ahaziah, the king of Judah. His mother was 


two kings went out to meet Jehu, each in his chagiot; they 
met in the place of Naboth. Jehu drew a bow with his full 
strength, and shot an arrow at Jehoram; it went “ between 
his arms, and the arrow went out at his heart, and he sunk 
down in his chariot.” “Cast him in the field of Naboth,” 
said Jehu to his captain, the man who had been with Ahab 
and Jehu when Elijah said that in that place the house of 
Ahab‘should be punished. The other king was wounded and 
killed. . Jezebel stood at the palace window with painted 
face, and speaking mocking words; she was thrown out and 
trampled upon; her blood was sprinkled on the wall and on 
thehorses, Jebu did not rest untjl he had destroyed “all. . . of 
the house of Abab in Jezreel, and all his great men, and his 
familiar friends, and his priests,” 

Jehu was Obedient.—He did what God bade him, and said 
to the people: “Know now that there shall fall unto the 
earth nothing of the word of the Lord, which the Lord spake 


Zealous Jehu,—One day Jehu met a good man, and said to 
him, ‘Come with me, and see my zeal for the Lord.” What do 
we mean by “zeal”? He made the good man ride with hint 
in his chariot. 

Boastful Jehu.—Do those who do most work for God stand 
up like the Pharisee, and boast of their good works? After 
Jehu had called the people together, he said, “Ahab served 
Baal a iittle; but Jehu shall serve him much,” But Jehu’s 


Deceitfal Jehu.—-He told them to call all the prophets and 
priests and servants of Baal to come to the great temple of 
Baal in Samaria, to worship and offer sacrifices to the Baal 
god. He even said he would kill any who did not come, 
while in his heart he was planning to kill all who came. 

Cunning Jehu.—He sent through all the land and called for 
a great assembly for Baal. He told the priests to bring 
out robes or vestments forall the worshipers to wear in the 
service. He took that good man with him, and said to 
the worshipers, “Search, and see that none of the servants 
of the Lord are here.” Do you think any of the Lord’s true 
servants would be found in a Baal temple, and wearing the 
robe of idol worship? Jehu stationed eighty strong, armed 
men outside the temple. Just after the burnt-offering, 
he said to the captains and the guard, “Go in, and slay 
them.” They obeyed. Then they brought out the wooden 
mages and burned them. The stone image and the tem- 
ple they destroyed. So Jehu made an end of Baal wor 
ship in Israel, God used him to. panish his enemies, 


cause to be helped by a lie? Is it ever right to do evil that 
good may come? God had commanded that idol worshipers 
should be punished with death. What did Elijah say about 
the four hundred and fifty priests of Baal at Mount Carmel? 
Jehu did a right thing in a wrong way. Was his zeal for 


‘ Selfish Jehu.—If he had been full of true zeal for God, 
would he have called the people to come and give thanks and 
praise the: false worship had been destroyed? Did he do so? 
Jehu could destroy error; he did not establish truth. He 
could tear down; lie could not build up. 

Heartless Jehu.—Do we find any story of kind helpor tender- 
ness or love in Jehu? God told him that he had done well in 
destroy'.g the, house of Ahab and punishing the Baal wor- 
shipers. What a pity that he also was.evil, and did evil. 

Heedless Jehu.—Jehu did not destroy the golden calves by 
which Jeroboam made Israel to sin. He was too anxious for 
his own success as king, to let the people go to Jerusalem to 
worship in the temple. He was zealous for himself, but 
careless toward God, who knew his heart and his thoughts. 

Jehu’s Monument—There is now a black stone (obelisk) 
Monument in the British Museum, and on it the name of 
Jehu and some of his doings. But there is a more endur- 
ing monument of his life in our lesson to-day. Read verse 
$1, and you will find it. Review, and question from the words 
én the blackboard, if you have used them as suggested, and 
no doubt the children will have formed their estimate and 
judgment of Jehu’s character. For small classés, a slate or 
large sheet of paper, which can be kept for fature use, is 
Often a good substitute for blackboard and chalk. 
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: ORIENTAL LESSON-LIGHTS. 


BY H. B. TRISTRAM, D.D., LL.D, F.R.S., 
Canon oF DURHAM. 
| Jemu’s Poricy wor Uncommon.—Jehu’s method has 
been the model which many a Moslem caliph has followed 
in establishing the triumph of the crescent, while he verily 
thought k= was doing God service. But Christians, with 
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synagogues, after the capture of Jerusalem hy Godfrey of 
Boulogne, A. D. 1099, far outdoes the combined treachery 
and blood-shedding of Jehu. 

“Tue House or Baau was Fut. From one Enp To 
Awnoruer.”—It may be wondered how the idol-temple of 
Samaria could hold such vast numbers. To understand this, 
we must remember that the ancient temple was not a covered 
building, like our churches, but a great enclosure, open to 
the sky, with lofty, massive walls and an imposing gateway. 
Within this enclosure, which was called the temenus, at the 
farther end, was a surall, roofed building, generally with as 
rich a fagade as thre architecture of the time could produce, 
with closed doors, within which was placed the idol. This 
sacred place was called the naos, and was often approached 
by steps, In front of it, in sight of all the people, the sacri- 
fices were Offered. Solomon’s Temple was built on this plan, 
and the great marble-paved area of the Mosk of Omar, which 
exactly occupies its site, with the celebrated Dome of the 
Rock in the center of its western side, exactly illustrates the 
arrangement of most ancient temples. .The same may be 
seen in the temples of Baalbec. Thus many thousands could 
witness the sacrifice and join in the worship, 

Jenu Summons. THE PROPHETS AND THE PRrEstTs OF 
Baal.—These were different, the priests being those who 
were attached to the temple, and officiated at the altar; the 
prophets were the teachers and devotees who traveled about 
and fostered Baal worship, The two are exactly represented 
by the mollahs and the wandering dervishes of Moham- 
medanism, or by the Brahmins and fakirs of Hinduism. 

Tue Vestments.—“ The vestry” can hardly have been 
attached to the temple; for there would be kept only the 
vestments for the officiating priests, It rather meang the 
robe-chamber of the royal palace, where, after a custom which 
still exists in the East, vast quantities of “ changes of rai- 
ment” (simple white cloaks) were stored for the use of those 
whom the king might delight to honor. This being a very 
special festival, Jehu, to mark his zeal in Baal’s cause, opens 
the royal wardrobes to the worshipers. His subsequent pre- 
caution in making rigorous search that no worshipers of 
Jehovah should have unobserved obtained admission, was 
exactly in accord with the strong feeling among al! the 
ancients, that the presence of an unbeliever was a profana- 
tion of the sacred rites. Among the Greeks, the uninitiated 
intruder inte the raysteries of Eleusis was punished with 
death. To the present day the Mohammedans visit with 
instant death any Jew or Christian who may be discov- 
ered in the holy places of Mecca and Medina; and we 


Christian to visit the Mosk of Omar at Jerusalem, and how 
it is still impossible to obtain admittance to the sacred en- 
closure round the cave of Machpelah at Hebron. 


The College, Durham, England. 


BY THE REV. WILLIAM EWING. 


Mopern Paratiers.—The annals of the East furnish 
many parallels to Jehu’s slaughter of the priests, prophets, and 
worshipers of Baal in the temple at Samaria. The janizaries, 
corresponding in many respects to the famous Roman preeto- 
rian guards, had long rendered themselves obnoxious to the 
reigning sovereigns in Constantinople. Sultan Mahmiid II. 
was made to feel, as his predecessors had felt, that their exist- 
ence was a constant thréat to his own. Having carefully 
matured his plans,the occasion for their execution was found 
in the mutiny of the janizaries; and one morning in 1826, 
when they were unsuspectingly assembled in their barracks, 
the building was blown up, and the famous regiment perished. 
During the massacre in the Lebanon, in 1860, there were 
many scenes of slaughter which might bear comparison with 
that in our lesson; but the one which most closely corres- 
ponds to it in treachery and* bloodshed took place in the 
ancient palace-yard at Hasbeiyeh, a village on the western 
slopes of Mount Hermon. The inhabitants of the country, 
unable to resist the fierce onslaught of the Druses, took refuge 
in Hasbeiyeh, under promise of protection from the Govern- 
ment. A garrison was placed in the palace, and the Chris- 
tians were admitted to the yard, on condition of giving up 
their arms. Assured of safety by the presence of the soldiers, 
they readily complied with this condition. While ostensibly 
endeavoring to shield the fugitives, the Moslem officers were 
secretly doing all in their power to foment the savage zeal of 
their pursuers, _It was no part of the Druses’ plan to slay 
Protestants, their purpose being simply to stamp out the 
Maronites; and several Protestants were warned to leave the 
place, as if foreshadowing the doom about to overtake the un- 
fortunate refugees. Having kept the Christians for some 
days without food, until they were feeble‘and exhansted as 
well as defeneciom, the commander, on June 11, gave the 
fatal order, the Druses were admitted to vent their pent-up 
fury upon the crouching creatures who filled the yard, and a 
scene of the most terrible carnage ensued, the thirsty blades 
being satiated only when the last drop of Christian blood 
within the fortress had been shed. 





their far clearer light, cannot cast a stone. The slaugh- 


know how very hazardous it was, until quite recently, for a. 








dieplay leads the Oriental to go to the very limit of his 
means—often beyond—in order to vie with his compeers in. 
rich and beautiful raiment. One certain result of pecuniary 
success is a blossoming forth in fine clothes. ~ The wealthy 
take great pleasure in showing off their collections of gar- 
ments. The wardrobes of royalty must be well furnished, to 
afford gifts to those whom the monarch wishes to honor, as 
well as raiment for favored guests. 

§PaRine THECALVEs.—In sparing the golden caved, Jake’ 5 
conduct may be compared with that of the Arabian prophet, 
who, in the day of his power, cleansed the holy place at 
Mecca from idols, but spared the black stone as an object 
of veneration within the kéaba; the result being an idolatry 
as disastrous as that which circled round Dan and Beth-el, 
until stayed by the hand of God. ; 





QUESTION HINTS. 
BY PROFESSOR AMOS R, WELLS. — 
FOR THE TEACHER. 


For the review, the superintendent's questions of last week 
may be used. 

Preliminary.—The story of the Shunanmite’s return? (2 
Kings 8: 1-6.) Of Ben-hadad’s death? (2 Kings -8 : 7-15.) 
Of the revolt of Jehu? (2 Kings 9: 1-28.) Of Jezebel’s 
death? (2 Kings 9: 30-37.) Of the destruction of ‘Ahab’s 
family? (2 Kings 10:1-17.) Connect, with -past lessons 
Gehazi, Ben-hadad, the rulers of Jezreel. What is the 
“word of the Lord”? (2 Kings 10:17.) Assign to the 
houses named, in 2 Kings 9: 9, Jehu’s nine predecessors. 
Where is a parallel account of all this? (2 Chron. 21, 22.) 
What is known of Jehu’s past life? (1 Kings 19:16; 2 
Kings 9 : 25.) 

18. What had been Ahab’s “little”? (1 Kings 16 : 30-33.) 
What was Jehoram’s attitude? (2 Kings 3: 2,3.) What 
other of Jehu's acts show his vigor? (2 Kings 9 : 20, 24, 33; 
10: 11,16.) What does the Bible say about half-heartedoess? 
(Eccl. 9:10; Rom. 12:11; Rev. 3:16.) Why is half- 
heartedness so dangerous? (Matt. 6 : 24.) 

19. How was it truly a sacrifice? Why was this a good 
worldly policy? (v. 18; Prov. 14: 34.) “Why a religious 
deed? (Josh. 7: 11,12.) What was wrong about it? (Lev. 
19:11; Rev. 22:15.) Why not do evil, that good may 
come? (Rom. 3: 5-8.) Give examples of this mistake com- 
mon in our lives, The distinction between prophets and 
priests ? 

20. Repeat .Christ’s words concerning lying (Matt. 15: 19; 
19: 17, 18; John 8: 44), 

21. What danger in permitting a single idolater to live? 
(Matt. 13: 33; 16: 6,12.) What analogy in the case of our 
sins? Meaning of “house” here? (1 Kings 8: 16-19.) Who 
had built it? (1 Kings 16:32.) What would be filled in 
addition to the temple proper? (1 Kings 7:12.) What 
Baal houses among us are often more zealously filled than 
God’s houses ? 

22. What was the “vestry”? (Ezek. 42:14.) The espe- 
cial object of thus clothing them ? (v. 23.) What advantages, 
and what disadvantages, in worshiping in ordinary attire? 
How may modern Baal worshipers be known by their dress? 

23. Who was Jehonadab? (vs. 15,16.) Who was Rechab? 
(1 Chron. 2: 55.) The story of that family ? (Jer. 35: 1-10.) 
How was Jehonadab’s approving presence an advantage to 
Jehu? The relation between friendships and reputation ? 
Why would the Baal worshipers be eager to exclude the fol- 
lowers of Jehovah? How do their modern imitators exclude 
Christians? What sort of secret service does Christianity 
authorize? (Matt. 6 : 3-6.) 

24. Where would the eighty be stationed? What illus- 
tration have you studied of the “life for life” principle, in 
1 Kings 20 : 397 (Exod. 21: 23; Matt. 5 : 38, 39.) 

25. What was the “ guard mp (2 Sam. 15:1; 1 Kings 1: 
5.) Strange meaning of “ city” here? (Num. 13: 19.) Who 
had set the example of such slaughter? (1 Kings 18: 40.) 
Why right then, and wrong now? (2 Cor. 5: 11,14,17.) In 
what like fashion do modern Baal worshipers die? (Luke 
12: 20.) 

26. The material, then, of these obelisks? 

27. The material of the image and temple? For what 
good purposes are our modern Baal temples ngeded ? < 

30. How was this promise kept? (2 Kings 15: 12; 2 Pet, 
3:9.) Christ’s word about the reward of half-way men? 
(Matt. 6: 2.) 

31. What was Jeroboam’s sin? (v. 29.) Why, perhaps, 
did Jehu cling to it? (1 Kings 12: 27.) Changs 2 Kings 
10: 16 to conform to his true motive. In what is Jehu to be 
imitated? and in what condemned? The beginning of his 
punishment? (2 Kings 10 : 32.) ° 


FOR THE SUPERINTENDENT. 


1, Who killed Ahab and Jezebel? 2 What did Jehu do 
for the true religion? 3. What was wrong in the way he set 
about the reform? 4. What good man helped him? 5. Why 





OrrentaL DisPLay.—Unconquerable love of finery. and 


was it right to kill so many? 6. What shows that Jehu was 
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BLACKBOARD HINTS. 








TRYING TO SERVE GOD 


“\ UBTILTY. 
BY ‘\ELFISHNESS. 
LAUGHTER. 





A MORE EXCELLENT WAY. 








WHERE DO YOU STAND? 





IN BAAL’S HOUSE. ON THE LORD’S SIDE. 


— —_ 


YE SHALL NO 
SURELY DIE. CONDEMNATION. 





COME OVER THE LINE. 











HINTS FOR LESSON-HYMNS. 


“* My gracious Lord, I own thy right.” 
* Am I a soldier of the cross? ” 

“ Jesus shall reign where’er the sun,” 
“In the hollow of his hand.” 
“Laborers of Christ, arise.” . 
“Oh, where are the reapers ?”’ 

“ Onward, Christian soldiers.” 





LESSON SUMMARY. 


Jehu presents a lesson of warning, rather than one of 
example, under examination in the light of the gospel teach- 
ings. When there was any fighting to do for the Lord, Jehu 
was ready to go at it with all his might; but when it came 
to the quiet keeping of God’s commandments, Jehu had some- 
thing else to do. 

How many such persons there are in the charch, and in the 
outside world, to-day! They are on the side of strict ortho- 
doxy, against men of loose or liberal theology; of Protestant- 
ism, against the Romanists; of Christianity, against the Jews; 
of religion, against the “ heathen Chinee.”. They will strike 
hard blows fearlessly in such conflicts; but when there is no 
fighting for God's cause to be done, they would never be recog- 
nized as God’s loving servants. * 

Even in the mission-schools there are boys who will de- 
nounce Roman Catholics as “heretic-burners,” or Jews as 
“Christ-killers,” and who will be ready to back up their 
Opinions with sticks and stones. But these boys are never 
examples of fidelity in true Christian service. It is a pity 
that their spirit is found in Sunday-schools of a higher grade 
than those among the city roughs. 

It is true that God commended the choice of Jehu in the 
conflict between Jehovah and Baal; but it is not true that 
he thereby showed an approval of the methods adopted by 
Jehu in evidence of that choice. Rahab was a harlot and a 
liar, and as such she chose Jehovah above the false gods of 
her nation. God commended her choice, but that did not 
give his sanction to harlotry or lying. In the early wars 
between the United States and Great Britain, the American 
Indians chose between the two contestants, and the respective 
governments approved the choice of those chiefs who were 
their supporters severally ; but this approval did not involve 
a governmental sanction of the scalping and tortaring of 
prisoners practiced by the Indians. 

All of us ought to be on the Lord’s side, as Jehu was, in 
every great contest between God and his enemies. But no 
one of us ought to pursue such methods as Jehu pursued, or 
be faithless as he was to the loving service of the Lord, apart 
from hard fighting. 


ADDED POINTS. 

What if there came a call to all persons, nowadays, to be 
on hand at a certain time in a certain place, or die; the word 
going forth, “ Whoever shall be wanting, he shall nut live”? 
Is there not such a crisis as this in the summons to be in 
Christ's service where we are, at the present hour? 

“There was not a man left that came not,” “They were 
all together in one place.” In the one case it was the wor- 
shipers of Baal; in the other, it was the disciples of Jesus. 
To the one gathering there came death; to the other there 
came new life. It does make a difference whether we are on 
the right side or the wrong, in the place where we ought to 
be, or in the one where we ought not to be found. 

It was thought, in those days, that the worshipers of the 
Lord had no business in the gatherings of the worshipers of 
Baal, But nowadays there are some crowded halls where the 
two sorts are badly mixed. 

Half-way reformers are not a success, but they have cut 











tea are hay; andthe race hwo ye i 


God commends a good purpose as far as it goes ; but a good 
purpose is not a substitute for right doing. 


WORK AND WORKERS: 


—_———<p——— 


CONVENTION CALENDAR FOR 1891. 
South Carolina, state, at Laurens C. H...,..March 31 to April 2 











Florida, state, at Osala............. hein cbhaietiiiepees tr cerséee April 7-9 
Alabama, state. ..........cccsesesnsnene wey! April 14-16 
Georgia, state, at Columbus... ............. Hi ERAS April 21-28 
Mississippi, state, at Greenville........ culssntil aiden tepnen April 28-30 
Louisiana, state, at New Orleans, ......00,....0, c0ss0see- sneer May 5-7 
ORI, EME, 03 PON. ccsientivsrnnnsa- seclovousocasdsvvervecenss May 12-14 
Kansas, state, at Emporia, ...........cc0s cesses sopneeeecepere May 12-14 
Ohio, state, at Marietta. «......0..........cceeen ccseeeees coeveeees June 2-4 
Nebraska, state, at Holdridge................00 seecsee seers June 9-11 
Towa, state, at Mason City......, .....c0.0c.ccccece cesses sesees June 16-18 
Kentucky, state, at Middlesborough........,.. ....-..+. August 25-27 


Pennsylvania, state; at Bethlebem............ .....September 22-24 

Mrs. W. F. Crafts, president of the International Primary 
Union, and Mr. William Reynolds, superintendent of organfza- 
tion of the International Association, expect to attend all the 
Southern conventions, and some of the others. 





THE NEEDLEWORK GUILD. 
BY GRACE H. DUFFIELD. 


Last summer, the guests at a large watering-place 
hotel, when they wandered down to breakfast in the 
morning, were puzzled by seeing a mysterious basket 
filled with still more mysterious bundles on the piazza. 
The handle of the basket bore the words “For the 
Needlework, Guild,” and a little request that each lady 
should take one of the bundles and make up the material 
contained therein into a garment for the poor. 

On inspection, the cloth was found to be all cut out 
and ready. First one lady took it up, and then another 
and another; until by noon the basket was empty, and 
many hands busily employed with their skilful needles 
were making light work,—flannel petticoats, plain under- 
garments, ever so many of them,—and in a day‘or two 
the pile of neatly made clothing filled all the workers 
with pride. While the work went on, there was more or 
less laughing talk about the Needlework Guild. What 
was it, and where was it? who began it, and why? — 

Then a gentle-faced woman, with eager enthusiasm in 
her voice, told the simple story of the Needlework Guild, 
—told it as she has told it many times before and since, 
but to an’ audience which could not be surpassed for 
interest. 

In England, in 1882-88, Lady Wolverton, one of the 
most benevolent and large-hearted of women, conceived 
the idea of utilizing small minutes so as to confer large 
benefits. It was really a “profitable investment” 
scheme,—small capital, large returns, For some time 
the demands of the poor in her orphahage in Dorset- 
shire had been increasing, and it was quite evident that 
she could not do the work alone. “Get some less busy 
people to help me,” thought practical Lady Wolverton ; 
and the “less busy’ people” did it so willingly, and 
showed such a desire to do more, that the poor of the 
orphanage speedily grew to be the poor of England, and 
there were still helpers, and to spare. 

But this must not be allowed to die out; the fire must 
not waste itself in sparks and smoke and a great illu- 
mination ; it must be properly controlled, that it may 
burn a long time and give out much heat. 

This was the way in which the Needlework Guild 
began. 

At its head as president is Her Royal Highness Mary 
Adelaide, Duchess of Teck. It has a vice-president, 
secretary, and treasurer, but there is no society machinery 
about it. There are no dues, no fees, no regulated mem- 
bership, no denominational or class distinctions. 

Any one may be a subscriber who is willing to con- 
tribute two new garments annually. The garments must 
be new ones; and, if the little maid in the kitchen, from 
her humble savings, contributes two simple garments, 
she is as much a member of the great society as the 
Princess Mary herself, Then, if the subscriber is will- 
ing to work vet a little harder, and will agree to procure 
ten other subscribers who will bring two garments apiece, 
that subscriber becomes a director, and, at the annual 
October meeting, has the privilege of voting as to what 
charities shall be benefited by her gifts. 

Hearing of all this, and of the two hundred thousand 
garments sent by the Guild last year to relieve the wants 
of the destitute, an American lady, Mrs. John Wood 
Stewart, of Glen Ridge, New Jersey, organized a Needle- 





work Guild in Philadelphia in 1888. 






-From that the work has spread. There are many 


guilds in smaller towns, which report annually to the 


parent society in Philadelphia. New York is becoming 
interested in the work, and much is being done, Yes}. 
but how much there is to do! How many poor there 
are to be clothed and cared for, and given a start again 
with the self-respect in their hearts which springs from, 
respectable clothing! We do not altogether appreciate 
that. We are very prone to think that “ charity begius 
at home,” in the sense that charity begins with giving 
away the old, worn-out home garments. But suppose ° 
charity begins “at the store,” in new cloth and new 
trimmings, and goes out in that way! The half-worn 
garments we so often send to the poor are all very well; 
let us not neglect those. But why not go out from the 
home? The spicy proverb does not say where-charity 
ends; but we all know. It ends in warm bodies that 
have been pinched with cold, in thankful hearts that 
have been filled with bitterness, and in hope that oneé 
was despair. It does ourselves good, too. It makes us 
gentler and more~loving to the unfortunate ones in our 
great family. And when our Father aske us, we want 
to ube able to say, “‘ We have tried to take care of ouf 
brothers and sisters.” 
Miss 8. B. Hodge, 
delphia, would give 
readers desire it. 


Bloomfield, N. J. 


North Twelfth Street, Phila- 
urther information, should your 








BOOKS AND WRITERS. 


—_ ~~ - 


PALESTINE UNDER THE MOSLEMS* 


Between the close of the Bible story and the modern 
exploration of Palestine there lies a period of much more 
than a millennium. For the first part of this period we 
have the Onomasticon of Jerome, the Topico of Eusebius, | 
and the narratives of sundry Christian pilgrims to the 
Holy Land. But these narratives are few enough, and 
supplements to them are very welcome. The Palestine 
Pilgrims’ Text Society has been giving the learned world’ 
texts and translations of some of the Moslem travelers 
and geographers, Of these last there are some twenty- 
four now known and accessjble, and they extend over 
the era,period 821-1496, They wrote partly because 0f 
the religious significance of Jerusalem and Palestine 
even to Moslems; partly because of their commercial 
importance as lying on the highway of trade between 
Asiaand Egypt; and partly for the scientific interest 
which contact with the Greeks and Syrians awakened 
fora time in the Moslems. Twelve of them antedate 
the First Crusade, four belong to the period of the Cru- 
sades, and eight wrote after the overthrow of the Chris- 
tian kingdom of Jerusalem, and the last effort of Louis 
TX. for its restoration. They are not all equally valu+« 
able or original. Some are’ meager in their notices, 
while others are copious. Some tell us what they saw 
with their own eyes, and others what they had read in 
books. But, taken as a whole, they constitute an impor- 
tant source of information, not only as to the former 
condition of a country dear to Christians in all its vicie« 
situdes, but also for the identification of Scripture 
localities. 

Mr. Guy Le Strange, who dates his preface frout 
Florence, in his Palestine Under the Moslems, has 
undertaken to give us the substance of the information. 
these Moslems furnish. He is recognized as a good 
Arabic scholar, and has furnished several translations 
for the Pilgrims’ Text Society. He has gone to the 
sources, printed and manuscript, and has extracted from 
each of them what they tell us of the country at large, 
its population and their customs, its climate and natural 
productions, the subdivisions made by the Moslems, the 
tribute and taxes they collected, and the leading natura} 
features, Then a hundred and forty pages are given to, 
Jerusalem, but chiefly to the Haram Area on Mount 
Moriah, and the buildings it included. This is the full- 
est and most readable part of the book ; but it is dispro- 
portioned to the rest, and is a very full discussion of 
what the Moslem authors have to say. After a chapter 
on Damascus, and one on Legends and Marvels (the 
Seven Sleepers, Lot’s Daughters, and the like), we have 
two long chapters on the provincial capitals and chief 
towns, followed by a topographical catalogue of places in 
Palestine and Syria, filling a hundred and eighty pages, 

The work is an important supplement to books of 
reference in biblical geography. But, except in places; 
it is not of a character to tempt to continuous reading. 


——— 





* Palestine Under the Moslems. G. Le St . Boston : 
Miffiin, & Co, Price, $3.00. es nde — 










































































































































The style is clear, but seldom graphic, 
or even lively, The best things are 
the transiations from Mukaddasi, a na- 
tive of Jerusalem, who wrote A. D. 985, 
The author quotes, from “the Torah of 
Moses,” the statement that “ Jerusalem 
is as a golden basin filled with scorpions.” 
It is notable that the Arabs, instead of the 
Hebrew name, used Urishallura and Shal- 
lam, which, as Mr. Sayce has shown, is 

nearer to thé primitive name of the city 
than is the Jerushalaim of the Hebrews. 
Also that it was not the capital of the 
province of Palestine, that being first 
Ludd (Lydda) and then Ar Ramiah, 
Which was built by the Ommiade Caliph 
Suleiman (A. D. 715-717), and is now a 
collection of mud-hovels sheltering be- 
tween three and four thousand people. 





Of this year’s Easter cards and booktets, 
Euater Interpreted :; Citations from Robert 
Browniag, chosen and arranged by Rose 


_ Porter, is likely to prove one of the most 


acceptable to intelligent persona; and it 
is sure to be valued and read long after 


the special season for which it is issued. 


It can hardly be questioned that no Eng- 
lish poet of his time has more clearly 
grasped and more nobly and effectively 
eyetres 9a than Browning the great truths 
of man’s august heritage, duty of God- 
ward trust and humanitarian helpfulness, 
and broad and boundless field for spiritual 
development here and hereafter. But the 
unfortunate and inexcusable obscurity or 
conciseness of such poems as Sordello and 
The Ring and the Book, and the current 
newspaper jests about esoteric or Bostonian 
Browning clubs, have blinded the eyes of 
thousands to the nobility, spirituality, 
melody, and absolute clearness of two- 
thirds of his writings. Such a pamphlet 
as this—or the similar Bits from Brown- 
ing, published by H. H. Carter & Co., 
Boston—will therefore be a sort of literary 
pioneer in spreading the just fame of a 
great poet of whom no wise reader can 
afford to be ignorant; while at the same 
time it will concisely refresh the minds of 
those who know Browning, but hardly 
recall how absolute is his trust in God, 
and his assurance of immortality. Such 
tones as.these sound like organ-chants 
above the music of lesser poets; for, in the 
great strife between materialism and spir- 
ituality, selfishness and seH-renunciation, 
weakling doubt and manly faith, Brown- 
ing is the ally of any Christian, whatever 
he the doct*inal points of difference, 
Miss Porter, in her work of editing, bas 
grouped short extracts under headings of 
her own, in a way that is sometimes a little 
distressing to the Browning student; but 
the general utility of her compilation is 
unquestionable. (6}>4} inches, paper, 
pp. 28. New York and Chicago: Flem- 
‘ing H. Reve:l Company. Price, 20 cents.) 


He who has succeeded has a right to 
show others the way to sticcess, Dr. 
Cuyler of Brooklyn has been remarkably 
successful as a pastor, baving resigned a 
year ago after thirty years of service in 
one church. The story of the pastorate 
is briefly told in the valedictory discourse 
which forms the closing chapter of a little 
book he has published, with the fitting 
title, How to Be a Pastor. Dr. Cuyler lays 
great emphasis on the importance of pas- 
toral labor. So far as a book can help 
“the young ministers” to whom this vol- 
ume is dedicated, the advice here given 
will prove helpful. The suggestions in 
regard to pestoral visits, visitation of the 
sick, funeral services, the treatment of 
the troubled, though briefly stated, are 
pertinent and forcible. Tact is required 
as well as tenderness. Whether the former’ 


ters on How to Have a Working Church, 


Training Converts, and Prayer Meetings, 


show very plainly how well organized Dr. 
Cuyler’s congregation has become under 
his wise guidance. Probably pastoral 
visitation often fails because not supple- 
mented by the methods here set forth. 
The importance of training and organ- 
izing the young people has been always 
recognized by Dr, Cuyler, and he speaks 
plainly on this point, The tone of the 


times it becomes autobiographical. The 
wonder is that the author, with an in- 
firmity in hearing, to which he himself 
alludes, could do all that he has done. 
His example shows that loving desire to 
do pastoral work can overcome great per- 
sonal hindrances. The book can be most 
heartily commended to the young min- 
isters for whose ‘help it was written. 
(64 4} inches, cloth, pp. 151. New York: 
The Baker and Taylor Company. Price, 
75 cents.) 


A commendable, and on the whole suc- 
cessful, attempt to popularize some of the 
writings of great masters of music, has 
been made in Mr. Edward Howe's Handel 
and Haydn for the Sunday-Schoot: Selec- 
tions from The Messiah, The Creation, 
etc,, simply arranged in key, harmony, 
and accompaniment, so as to be singable 
by children of average abilities, under the 
drill of teachers reasonably industrious and 
enthusiastic. There are, of course, altera- 
tions from which the trained musician 
shrinks (as doubtless did the compiler, 
who is the organist of Bethany Presby- 
terian Church, New York); and, in par- 
ticular, the transfer of great solos to cbil- 
dren’s voices in unison cannot always be 
felicitous; but the géneral execution of 
the adaptations and arrangements shows 
both critical apprehension and an intelli- 
gent knowledge of the practical situation 
in juvenile or mixed choruses. One halts 
between two opinions,—whether all tin- 
kerin§ of masterpieces is unwise, or whether 
a popularization of them is a commendable 
enterprise in the musical education of the 
young and of the general public. The lat- 
ter is -probably the wiser view; and, if 
such a book as this was to be made at al!, 
Mr. Howe has made it well. The price is 
low for so large a book. (11>8} inches, 
boards, pp. iii,51. New York: Charles T. 
Dillingham. Price, 25 cents,)* 


Mr. William Morris’s new story of Uto- 
pian socialism, News from Nowhere ; or, 
An Epoch of Rest, differs from his other 
recent prose works—The House of the 
Wolfings and The Roots of the Mountgins 
—in that it is written in excellently clear, 
simple, and strong Saxon-English, without 
many traces of the pedantic archaism that 
made its predecessors so hard to read. In 
style it is superior to Looking Backward 
(which it suggests at once); in the art of 
fiction it is inferior. Mr. Bellamy would 
hasten a brighter day by letting the Gov- 
ernment do a great many more things than 
at present; Mr. Morris, by having no Gov- 
ernment at all, and little compulsion of any 
sort, anywhere. The doctrine of free-love, 
and temporary marriages at will, is taught 
in its baldest form. The general mech- 
anisin of the story rests on the venerable 
device of a dream and a waking. (7}<5} 
inches, cloth, pp. 278. Boston: Roberts 
Brothers, Price; $1.00.) 

Mr. Spurgeon’s homely wit, and his un- 
usual ability in the effective application of 
common illustrations in inculcating Chris- 
tian truth, are again displayed in his 
Sermons in Candies: Two Lectures upon 
the [ilustrations which may be Found in 
‘Common Candles. Here, surely is a reli- 





ean be acquired by all pastors seems doubt- 
ful. as a matter of fact. The short chap- 
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Lin tine rie 
not object. The freshness. and fertility 
with which Mr, Spurgeon fills nearly two 
hundred pictured pages with all sorts of 
helpful hints derived from a single source 
will surprise those unfamiliar with his 
previous work in similar lines. The book 
is like a chapter of Gotthold’s Emblems 
rewritten for plain folk in the nineteenth 
century. (7}5} inches, cloth, illustrated, 
pp. 170. New York: A. ©. Aras 
& Son, Price, $1.00.) 


~ BUSINESS DEPARTMENT, 


A correct statement of the circulation of The 
Sunday School Times is given each week. The 
regular, edition this week for subscribers is 
155,000 copies. Advertisers are free to examine 
the subscription list at any time. The advertis- 

is $1.25 per line, with discounts of from 
5 per cent on two insertions, to 40 per cent on 
an advertisement running a year. An adver- 
tiseragreeing to take a certain uniform amount 
of space (not less than three inches) in each is- 
eue for @ year, or a uniform amount of space, 
weekly, fora shorter period, the whole to amount 
to not less than one thousand dollars, may have 
such a position in the paper, regularly, as he 
may choose, so far as it will not conflict with 
earliercontracts with other advertisers, nor with 
the Publisher's iilea of the general make-up of 
the advertising pages. All advertising, however, 
conditioned on anappearance upon the last page, 
will be charged an ad of twenty per cent 
upon the regular rates, . 











Dr. Howard Crosby calls ‘The Century Dic- 
tionary “the standard authority.” Send 10 
cents (stamps) to The Century Co., N. Y., for 
specimen pages. They will surprise you. 





Brain workers, use Horsford’s Acid Phos- 
phate. Dr. C. H. Goodman, 8t. Louis, Mo, 
says: “‘Have used it for several years with 
especially good results in nervous prostration, 
the result of mental efforts, also in sleepless 
conditions of brain workers.” 





A Remedy for Throat Diseases.—Brown’s 
Bronchial Treches have been long and favor- 
ably known as an admirable remedy for 
coughs, hoarseness, anJ all throat troubles, 
“ They are excellent for the rel‘ef of hoarse- 
ness or sore-throat. They are exceedingly effec- 
tive.” —Christian World, Lenton, Brains. 


A NEW EDITION AT HALF PRICE 


How the Other Half Lives, 


Studies Among the Tenements of New 
York. By Jacop A. Ruis., Iilus- 
trated from photographs by the au- 
thor. 12mo. $1.25, net. 


ed permission, the following endorsements 
of this work, which is exciting the most pro- 
found interest, are quoted : 


From Dr. A. F. SCHAUFFLER, 
In charge of N. Y. City Missions. 


“ No book that has ever red in this land 
pours such light on ‘the Other Half’ It is 
enormously more interesting than any novel that 
ever was written or that ever will be. Let all 
who are in any way interested in the welfare of 
humani’y buy and read it at once.” 


From Dr. LYMAN ABBOTT. 
“ Ts worthy to be a companion to ‘ In Darkest 
England,’ to which, indeed, as a picture of ex- 
isting conditions, it is superior.” 


From Mr. ELBRIDGE T. GERRY, 

Society for Prevention ot Cruelty to Children. 

“ One of the most valuable contributions to 
the history of child-saving work in this great 
city, and as pointing out the numerous evils 
which exist at the present time.” 





*,* Sold by all booksellers, or sen!, postpaid, by 


CHARLES SCRIBNER’S SONS, 


743-745 Broadway, New York. 
EDUCATION IN CITIZENSHIP. 
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SENT TO ANY BOOKSELLER WILL BUY AN 
EB. & 8. TEA BIBLE, No. 2155. 








which the most strenuous Protestant need 


: RO ge rn ey OF Re Aer ORR 
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It is nied in mates t on thim, rag-made 

raieb maaan ook ind Atmmtinm Levant. 
It is the best nook # [ive mmamer on the market 
Kanad J.B. YOUN nalon, New York. 





For APRIL. 





“ Fwety one should read Mr. 
Phelps’s article on the Behring 
Sea Controversy.” 











THE BEHRING SEA CONTROVERSY. 
By the Hon. E. J. Phelps, 
Late United States Minister to the Court of 
St. James. 
The French Army. 
By General Jean Lovurs LEwal, 
Late French Minister of War. I)lustraied 
by T. pe THULsTRUP. 
Glimpses of the Bacteria. 
By T. MrrceH et Pruppen, 
Amply Tllustrated. 


The State of Wisconsin. 


M.D, 


By the Hon. W. F. Vixas. 
With numerous portraits. 
The Court Theater of Meiningen. 


By Dr} CHarRies WALDsTFIN, 
Director of the American School at Athens, 


Argentine Provincial Sketches. 

By THEODORK CHILD, 
Illustrated by T. pk TavistTrue 
Wessex Folk. Part tl. 


By Tuomas Harpy, 
Tilustrated by CHARLES GREEN. 


Thomas Hood, Punster, Poet, Preacher. 


By the Right Rev. Dr. T. U. Dupiey, 
Bishop of Kentucky. 


In the “ Stranger People’s ” Country. 
By CHARLES EoRert CRADDOCK, 
A Story. Part IV. Tlinstrated by W. T. 
SMEDLEY. 


Short Stories. 
By MARGARET CrosBy and ANGELINE TKAL, 
Poems. 
By WrmntiaAM WILFRED CAMPBELL and 
ANNIE FIELDS. 


The Editorial Departments, conducted by GrorcE 
WILLIAM CuRTIS, WILLIAM DEAN HOWELI4, 
and CHARLES DUDLEY WARNER, containing 
an unusdaally attractive list of contents, 





Subscribe now. $4.00 a year. | 


Published by HARPER & BROTHERS. New York. 














~NEW BOOKS. 





A FISHERMAN'’S pavae se. By Jennie 
Harrison. 12m0, 248 pages. Cloth, $1.00. 


SERMONS IN CANDLES. B enath $106 HH, Spurgeon. 
Tliustrated. 12mo0. 170 pages. 


SALT. By Mrs. 8. 8, Baker. 64 5. uare, 
Leatherette. "eh ce nts. me 


“ Ye are the salt of the earth.” 


BIBLE ATLAS. A series of new and beautiful 
maps made by Johnston of London, the letterings of 
which are unecnnliy large and distinct. Paper, 2% cts 


WINTER'S FOLLY. A story rby Mrs. Walton, 
author _* * Christie's Old Organ,” 1émo. Ilius- 
trated. 180 pages. Cloth, Py —- hea 


TALKS TO GIRis. Eleanor A. Hunter, 
author of “ Talks to Boys.” pages. 12mo. 60 cts. 


OM SOLOMON TO THE CAPTIVITY. 
of the Two Hebrew Kingdoms, By David 
.D., and L. W. Mud — 12mo. pages. 

For the present 8. 8. 


gta th IN JOHN'S GOSPEL. An expo- 
sition of the Sunday-schoo!l lessons for the second haif 
of 1891, By David Gregg, D.D. 12mo, Cloth, $1.25. 


~ be ~§ 2 IN CEYLON. Leitch. I)lus- 
trated. 


Thee st 
PS ak 


THE use @ @F CHRIST IN PICTURE 
AND STO y Mrs. L. 8. Honghton. 190 \ilus- 
trations. 41o. Cloth, $1.50; gilt, $2.00. 


THE BIBLE IN PICTURE AND STORY. 
Profusely illustrated. Cloth, $1.25; gilt, $1.75. 


BUN YAN’'S PILGRIM’S PROGRESS. With 
127 illustrations. 4to. $1.50. G. It, $2.00. 


*.* Mailed postpaid on receipt of price. 


American Tract Society, 


150 Nassau St., and 304 Fourth Ave., New York. 
Boston, 44 Bromfield St. Phila., 1512 Chestnut St, 
Rochester, % State St. Chicago, 122 Wabash Av. 
Cincinnati,176 Elm St. San Francisco,735 Mark etSt. 


The Essentials of Elocution. 


Elocution is the art of speaking language so as 





PUT- | to make the thought it expresses clear and impres- 


sive. ‘‘The Esrentials of Elocution,”’ by Alfred 
Ayres, is a valuable little book for studen's of the 
art. 16mo, cloth. 60 cents, post free. FUNK & 
WAGNALLS, 18 and 20 Astor Place, New York.. 


In ordering goods, or in making inquiry concerning 
anything advertised {4 this paper, you will oblige the 
publisher, as well aa the advertiser, by stating that you 
saw the advertisement in The Sunday School Times. 








Harper’s Magazine} 































































$25.00 ; half-Morocco, per set, $32.00. 
Specimen ihe lt sample volume re- 
turnable, and money refunded. 


A GREAT OFFER. 


$B.00 ven sree 


& each will secure immediately express 
in setsmes bing dared the remain: 


first payment of $8 00 and 16 i. 
saanicct of $1.50 each (amy secure the same in 

Order immediately, as 
ins Tree is subject to withdrawal without notice. 
. OATALOGUE, 132 8, New, Standard, 
and Holiday Books, sent ; 


The Columbian Publishing Co. 
a8 Peart Brest.’ | 242 Wabash Avenue, 
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APOINTER on S&S. 8. BOOKS. 
You can get Sunday School Library 
Books from us cheaper than elsewhere. 
We give as high 60° discount 
from Publishers le prices. 
A Postal Card giving address secures 
our mammoth catalogue and conf- 
dential price list FREE, Address 
LEONARD PUB. CO., ALBany, N. Y. 
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TL Her Health, Ed 
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By WXLLIAM M. CAPP, _MD., Philadelphia. ‘* Clear, 
. 





tifally Printed, sud Bound in Extra 2mo ; 160 pages; 
Vib) Pethionee i For Sale Ly all Booksellers. 7.A. 
No. 1231 Filbert Street, Philadelphia. 


KINDERGARTEN, “mons, foc nome and schoo, 


occupations, ete. invaluable for primary teachers and 
mothers. ¢1.50a year. Sample copy 6 cents. 


Alice B. ry An t61 





Bt., Chicago, 
eae pgals COMPANY, 
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Pansy edited by “‘ Pansy,” is the best maga- 
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““OXFORD” 
Toachers’ Bibles. 
T. NELSON & SONS, 33 East (7th St., N.Y. 
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That it is just as good 


Mr. Gladstone's series. of articles on “The Impregnable Rock of Holy 
” written for The Sunday School Times, is now issued in book form 

ent with their eminent author, These articles on the Bible, 
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This book shows how the Bible appears to a statesman and man of affairs, after he has carefully weighed the evidence phe 


the critics have brought against it, 
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Price, $1.00. For sale by booksellers, or mailed, postpaid, by the publisher. Agents wanted for this and for other books. 
JOHN D. WATTLES, Pus.isuer, 103i Walnut Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 








WHY NOT TRY IT? 


OUR NEW SUNDAY-SCHOOL MUSIC BOOK, 


SEwWVvELED CROWN 
iS FAR AHEAD OF ALL COMPETITION. 
Price, in boards, 35 cents; $3.60 per doz, ; $30 per 100. Specimen copy, in paper cover, 25 cents. 


100,000 TO CIVE AWAY ! 


Any superintendent sending us name of the school he represents,-and 10 cents to cover 
mailing expenses, will receive a specimen copy free by retum mail. 


ASA HULL, , Publisher, 150 Nassau Street, New York. 











For Scholars. 


ool literature, and is pbine ta witha ene welcome. Subscription price : Twenty-five cents @year ; 
dress, one cent each per month, or twelve cents per year, 


The Scholar’s May azine. A 82 page mont 
in ing fot the scholars; also the International Sunday-sc 
Lor Suber mneed' ies, in & pac to one 
Spécimen Goples free. 


The Scholar’s Lesson Guide. 
International st pe Dhayie g lessons, 
a brief and simple pian 
one which he would let alone. 


than Lesson Leaves. _ Five or more copies, in a package to one address, one cent each per quarter ; four 


cents each per year. Specimen copies free. 


JOHN D. WATTLES, PusiisHer, 1031 Walnut Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 


Issued quarterly. 16 
In the preparation of this quarterly, the aim has been to present 
of lesson study ‘which the scholar would undertake, rather than a complicated 
It is prepared by a skilled worker at lesson-helps. 


month] lication, containing wholesome home read- 
Rey lessons. It cubodits anew idea in Sunday- 


. A brief help to the study of the 


It is cheaper, even, 


The Breath of Spring i in the Ait 
rime oomctce EASTER MUSIC, #21. 


Send for our Fine List pg a or for 
Easter Alleluias aoe Cts.; 50 cts. doz.], Rosabel, or hg 
Raster Offering [ ots. 81. eidee |b nawoeen ee Leal 


MUSICAL SOCIETIES 


should wind up the reason by practicin Lee | lenatones 
as Don Munio (61,50; $13.50 Soe, ), Wrote of oy gh 

cts,; $2.40 doz, |, 9st Psalm | 40 d0%, Bal- 
(ra {Send for our list of 150 cantatas. 


FAIRS and EXHIBITIONS 


re made successful b introducing easy cantatas, like, 
Dairy Maid’s 8" a 20 cta.; $1.80 noz.) Lewis, or Gar- 
Gract Sage wers (40 cis.; $3.60 doz. } ,or Rainbow 
+ $1.80 dos. 1 | Lewis, 


Festival [ 
BOYS and GIRLS 


who sing will be ee to take part in bd 
flower .ca pigs. Fiore’ s Ry HE a ot 
dee) 1, Rd Flower "queer ion 
Goose (25 cts.; a8 Seon, ], Gypsey 
rr) ead don. Bend for lists 


Much attractive Exhibition Muste is - 
foand in Seheol Collections. 
Children's School Songs [35 cts.; $3.60 £5), Golden 
Boat [50 cts.| charming action songs ia -s Le 

Chant, First Steps in Song Reading th ote cta.; $8 doz. 


Any book mailed, postpaid, for retail price, 


OLIVER DITSON COMPANY, Boston. 


J. E. Dison & Co., 1228 _Chestnut St, Philadelphia. 


a8 | 





Teaching and Teachers. 


Dr. Trumbull's book, ‘‘ Teaching and Teachers,” has already found its way into the hands of man 
thonsand Sunday-school workers, It is to-day the popular hand-book on Sunday-school teaching. 
inches. Price, $1.00, Forsale by booksellers, or mailed, 


book of 890 pages, bound in cloth, size 7x 
postpaid, by the publisher. s 


From The Christian Union, New York. 


“ Every teacher in Sunday-school will feel his work 

widened in = by reading ba book. Itis aby far = 
has art sppesred, oF is likely to 

this would bean and the thoroughness for which is calls 

pny ake uaspeakable to ev io 








From The National Baptist, Philadelphia, Pa. 

“ We hesitate a littie in speaking of this book, from 
fear that our maguege te y be Ley ad sesqeveanst, 
We bel te he a ee book on the vn pas 
appeared, and that, if read dered, will open 
uw era in Biblé-school 





JOHN D. WATTLES, PUBLISHER, 1031 Walnut Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 











SEVENTY-FIVE SERMONS FOR $1. | 


The American National Preacher 


was n in 1826, and completed in 1865, and com- 
prises 40 volumes. Each volume containstwenty-five 
or more sermons, by the most eminent American 
a, We have on hand a limited number of 
mbound volumes, each volume complete 
with, full title and index of sermons and authors. 
We will furnish these volumes, till exhausted, pre- 
paid, Stor $1.00, or 10 volumes for $3.00, 


E. R. PELTON, 25 Bond Street, New York. 
This will appear once only. 


THE CHRISTIAN HOME 
COMMONSENSE FARMER. 


family, aod agricultural monthly. 
inisters, 25 cents a . Orthodox, 
instructive. ‘dares 





16-page rel 
50 cents a year. 
interesting, 
CHRISTIAN HOME PUB. ©0., 
Livingston, Tennessee. 





‘|Have You. a Bible ? 


On et gs ahd of = ayy zm a sent wnt 790, 


fev. y+ ~~h You men ng Anal, once, if mwever 
read or stody your Bible. Mi. T. FR 

Easten, Pa. For sale at mr FRUEAT Ted 
all bookstores everywhere. The Rev. D. M. 
— it to hisseven Bibie classes in the 


REWARD CARDS 
for Sunday-schools. Send fifteen cents for 
samples. Estimates furnished on orders for 
library books. 

R. STRICKLAND, Albany, N. Y. ‘ 











GUNDAY-SCHOOL Music. 


The tArray. The latest book = favor- 
ite authors, Ropgrt Lowry and W. Doane. 


Price, $3 per 100 coptes. 25 cents each, if by mail, 


oS Some. my MI ae te 
hymns and tunes for use where one book is desired 
for prayer-meetings and thefunday. 1. 
Cloth covers, $40 per 100 copies. } 
‘Winnowsé Sengs. By Ins D. SawKEY. 257 new 
selected Sunday-school songs. Ju-t issued. 
BE per 100. 40 cents each by mat, 


A complete catalogue and specimeh pages sent on 
request. 


THE BICLOW & MAIN CO., 
81 Randolph St., Chicago. 76 East Ninth St., New York. 
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te ONE SCHOGL al 


LIVING HYMNS. 


Hon. JOHN wanes Maken Yoo eaten of 
Bethany Sunday-school ne 


Price, 50c., by mail; $4.80 Guaea 
JOHN J. HOOD, riteasisnie'r. 


ATHERED JEWELS. No. 2. New.) 
day-schools. 192 pages. Sample , te; 
bosrda. Gives Rang Ht 

W. W. Wurm ny Co., Publishers, Toledo, ‘Onio. 


CHOIR LEADERS. 


Vostro co 10 — for a — the MusicaL 
THE aa cHUmCH ¢ Cco., Cincinnati, 0. 


CEMS AND JEWELS. 

















S.S. Supts. Please Note. 


“T HAVE just gotten up a complete service 
for Easter Sunday, using only hymns and tones 
in ‘Laudes Domini for the Sunday School’ 
I know of no other book out of which so com- 
plete a service of song can be selected for 

special oceasions.”—Francis B, Reeves, Supt. 
8. 8. Wakefield Pres. Ch. Germantown, 
Phila., Pa. 


“Ta hymns you have selected for the om 
with gegular appropriateness, to go with 
‘International lessons, take off a burden, The 
difficult problem when preparing for a service, 
* What shall we sing to-day?’ is solved.”— 
Kiliaen Van Rensselaer, Ruling Elder and 
Supt. 8. 8. Park Pres. Ch., N. Y. 


Send to The Century , 83 Hast 17th 8t., 
New York, for ves!-pocket yooh of Golden Texts 
and Lessons Jor 1891-92,—also new pamphlet of 

imen pages of Laudes Domini for the Sun- 

y School.” Free, 


THE MASTER'S PRAISE. 


A COLLECTION OF SONGS FOR THE 
SUNDAY-SCHEOOL. 

By Rev. E. 8. Lorenz and Rev. I. Baltzell. 

The large number of composers insures variety of 
style. The range of themes and subjects covers every 
topic of Sunday-school work. The hymns are fresh, 
and of good literary quality. There isagenerousselec- 
tion of standard hymns, with their appropriate tunes, 
Numerous opening and closing exercises, anthems, 
songs for Christmas, Easter, Children’s Day, ete. 

Itis printed on extra super-calendared paper, 
and substantially 

BOUND IN CLOTH. 

The best-made book In the market, Contains 176 
pages. 35 cents, postpaid. Send for sample copy. 


W. J. SHUEY, Publisher, 


DAYTON, OHIO. 
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ministersa ca, one vent. - 


one or more copies, 
fo sponse the above rates for two or more copies, the 
st be ordered at one time, and they will be 
af choker singly to the individual addresses, or in.a 
Brive gabe to ane eAdrens, whichever may be preferred 
subseri 


For Great Britain, Messrs. Hodder and Stoughton, 
2 Paternoster Row, London, E. C., will receive yearly 
or half-yearly subscriptions at the above rates, the 
—>™= be mailed direct from Philadelphia to the 
gu 


JOHN D. WATTLES, Publisher, 


1031 Walnut Street, Philadelphia. 
P. o.: Box 1 1550, 


6 shillings each. 











Roven, Rec, 
CHAPPED 


—~ AND —— 


gy, SCaly Skin 


PREVENTED BY 







KTURING SKIN BLEMISHES, ROUGH, 
Racer ty scaly,and reddened skin and han 
yeni! overcome by that most exquisite o 

Skin beautifiers, the Currcura MEDICATED TOILET 


It ncimulates the sebaceous 2 to pour out the 
sebum or oily matter designed to lubricate the skin 
and scalp, and keep them healthy, and thus pre- 
vents blackheads, pim les, and many yy of skin 
blemishes not affected by any other soa) 

For preserving, freshening. and beautifyin the 
complexion an ‘skin, and mparting that velvety 
softness and whiteness of the hands so much de- 
sired, it is incomparably superior to all other Skin 
Beautifiers. 

Sold everywhere. Price, 25c. Prepared by the 

od Drve AND CHEMICAL “CORPORATION, Bos- 
ton, 

ona send for ‘‘ How to Beautify the Skin.” 


BABY'S “ici ty corsctac“itesreatan Sour. 


VASELINE. 


R ONE POLL Ae. sent “a! a mail, = —— 
deliver, free charges, min the 
Jnited States, all the following r articles carefull ly 
packed In a neat box 
One two ounce bottle of Pure Vaseline... 
One two-ounce bottle of Vaseline Pomade. 
Onejar of Vaselime Cold Cream.................. 
One cake of Vaseline Camphor Ice..... ...... 10 “ 
One cake of Vaseline Soap, unscented... wiih io * 
One cake of Vaseline a m Be 
One two-ounce bottle of hite \ Vessiine.. .s out 











x eta 


for stam single article at the 
Oo fron ote wenaton to use Vaseline in any form, 


f bv 
oe ea pe aA temany dra Sb hng 
trying to buyers to take ASELINE A 
up 


them. «ever pF ST Re 

art is af imitation ithout ae oe YT 
you expect. bottie of 

Baxi Vaseline ineota ty at all druggists at ten cents. 


CHESEBROUGH MANUFACTURING CO. 





24 S*=*e Street, New York. 


s 





The Dearest Spot on Earth 
is the spot that’s washed out 
without Pearline, \t costs in 
clothes, in the rubbing and 
scrubbing that wears them out 
quickly ; it takes twice the time, 
and double the labor. It’s ex- 
pensive washing beforeyou get 
through with it—and the cost 
comes home to you, no matter 
who does the work. 

Pearline saves money by |= 
saving work, wear, and time. 
It hurts nothing; washes and 
cleans everything. It costs no 
more than common soap, but 
it does more. It’s cheap to be- 
gin with—but it’s cheapest in 


the end. of imitations 6f Pearline 
which are being peddled 


Beware st isikivius. 


BARLOW’S INDIGO BLUE. 


one oe egoeee by thousands housek ¥ Hema nye: Our mail trade is the largest. 
ht to have it it on ‘Ask Shim foe it. mples of beautiful selected fet Se. Phila. Ps. 
0. “ou WIL RGER, Prop., 233 N. Sta St., Phila, Pa, _* L. DIAMENT&CO. 1206 Market Market St. Phila Pa. 





Of Pure Cod 
Liver Oil and 


of Lime and 
uggs a 


endorsed and 
Physicians because both the both the 
a 
in the Facer ste 
palatable as milk. 


soott’s Eauision Sie 

isa It is the. 

Scrofala, Seenaite, Wasting Dis- 
eases, Chronic Coughs and 

<ikier baer eee and take no other. 

RUPTURE. Srsrae gees .cten 


anical Rupture, 
and ay List.” a 80-page book, mailed on application. 
R. SEELEY & CO.. PHULADELPHTA. 























“You meant 


to send for a circular of NEVER BREAK 
steel cooking utensils 
you forgot it, and in the meantime you 
are without the greatest comforts and 
conveniences of the age. If like 
clean, nice, well’ cooked food, sit down 
now and write for illustrated circular. 
THE BRONSON SUPPLY CO. » Cleveland, O. 


Tasty Wall Papers 


cost no more than ugly designs. ether you 
live in Texas. or Oregon, you can buy from our 
immense stock, by our metbod, as well as if in 











ALLO 


POROUS PLASTERS. 


In the matter of remedies, 
will do its work while you continue to do yours,—a remedy that 
will give you no inconvenience, nor interfere with your business. 
Such a remedy is ALtcock’s Porous PLasTERs. 


are not an experiment ; 


have used them. 


Autcock’s Porous PLAsTERs are purely vegetable, and 
They require no change of diet, and are 
not affected by wet of cold. Their action does not interfere with 
you can toil, and yet be relieved while hard at 
werk. They are sq pure that the youngest, the oldest, the most 
delicate person of either’sex, can“use them with great benefit. 


Beware of imitations, and do not’ be deceived by misrepresentation. 
Ask for ALLCock’s, and let no solicitation or explanation induce you to accept 


absolutely harmless. 


labor or business ; 


a substitute. 


they have been in use for over thirty 
years, and their value has been attested by the highest medical 
authorities, as well as by voluntary testimonials from those who 


OCK’S 


what you want is something that 


These plasters 
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CONDENSED: “FOOD — 


j 





CONSUMPTION. that Nahe bes can be perp Leave the 


lungs alone, and direct the attention to the 


which will receive BOVINIMNE, and return with interest in new blood and tissue the 
care bestowed upon them. BOVIMINE is the vital principles of Beef concentrated, a 
highly condensed raw food, palatable to the most delicate taste, and is indispensable in 
CONSUMPTION, Pneumonia, or Bronchitis, and all wasting diseases. Will sustain 
life for weeks by injection. Causes feeble infants and their mothers to thrive wonderfully. 
BOVININE is the only raw food that will not spoil, and is retained by the most 
irritable stomach ; is daily saving life in cases of Phthisis, Typhoid Fever, Diphtheria, 


Bright’s Disease, ete. 


BOVININE is Sold by All Druggists. 


“ It is by the aid of the digestive organs alone 


organs of “nutrition, the stomach and bowels,” 


| hour. 


ab 


WORTH REPEATING 


YOUTH AND AGE. 
[C. P. Cranch, in Scribner's Magazine. } 


In summer the luxuriant foliage made 

On window and on roof a pleasant shade ; 
Bat darkened half the sky’s ethereal blue, 
And shut the horizon from my longing view. 


In — , though the trees are stripped and 
thin 

They let the sun and cheerful daylight in. 
Through the bare boughs the: heavens are smil- 
ing clear, 

And distant views, long lost, again draw near. 


Youth glances from a shadowed window-pane, 
And counts the nearest view sufficient gata. 
Age sees through time’s frail wrecks and 
crumbling bars 

The eternal splendor of the sun and stars, 





THE CANDLE. AND THE STAR. 


| Professor Henry me in “ The Changed 
te.” 


You have, perhaps, gone with an astron- 
omer to watch him photograph the spec- 
trum ofa star. As you entered the dark 
vault of the observatory, you saw him 
begin by lighting a candle. To see the 
star with? No; but to see to adjust the 
instrument to see the star with. It was 
the star that was going to take the photo- 
graph; it was also the astronomer. For 
a long time he worked in the dimness, 
screwing tubes and polishihg lenses and 
adjusting reflectors, and only after much 

aber the finely focused instrument was 
brought to bear. Then he blew out the 
light, and left the star to do its work upon 
the plate alone.’ The day’s task for the 
Christian is to bring his instrument to 
bear, Having done that, he may blow 
out hiscandle. All the evidences of Chris- 
tianity which have brought him there, all 
aids to faith, all acts of worship, all 'the 
leverages of ‘the church, all prayer and 
meditation, all girding of the will ,»—these 
lesser processes, these candle-light activi- 
ties for that supreme hour, may be set 
aside. But, remember, it is but for an 
The wise man will be he who 
quickest lights his candle; the wisest he 
who never lets it out. To-morrow, the 
next moment, he, a poor, darkened, blurred 
soul, may need it again to focus the image 
better, to take a mote off the lens, to clear 
the mirror from a breath with which the 
world has dulled it, 

No readjustment is ever required on be- 
half of the star. That is one great fixed 
point in this shifting universe, But the 
world moves. And each day, each hour, 
demands a further motion and readjust- 
ment for the soul. A telescope in an 
observatory follows a star by clockwork, 
but the clockwork of the soul is called 
the will. Hence, while the soul in pas- 
sivity reflects the image of the Lord, the 
will in intense activity holds the mirror 
in position, lest the drifting motion of the 
world bear it beyond the line of vision, 
To “ follow Christ” is largely to keep the 
soul in such position as will allow for the 
motion of the earth. And this calculated 
counteracting of the movements of a world, 
this holding of the mirror exactly opposite 
to the mirrored, this steadying of the 
faculties unerringly, through cloud and 
earthquake, fire and sword, is the stupen- 
dous co-operating labor of the will. It is 
all man’s work. It is all Christ’s work. 
In practice it is both; in theory it is 
both. But the wise man will say in prac- 
tice, ““1t depends upon myself,” 

In the Galerie des Beaux Arts in Paris 
there statids a famous statue. It was the 
last work of a great genius, who, like 
many a genius, was very poor and lived 
in a garret, which served as studio and 
sleeping-room alike. When the statue 
[eax one midnight a sudden 
frost fell upon Paris. The sculptor lay 
awake in the fireless room and thepght 
of the still moist clay, thought how the 
water would freeze in fhe pores and 
destroy in an hour the dream of his life. 
So the old man rose from his couch and 
heaped the bed-clothes reverently round 
his work, In the morning, when the 
neighbors entered the room, the sculptor 
was dead. But the statue lived. 

The image of Christ that is forming 
within us—that is life’s one charge. Let 
every project stand aside for that. “ Till 
Christ be formed,” no man’s work is fin- 
ished, no religion crowned, no life has 
fulfilled ifs end. Is the infinite task 
begun? When, how, are we to be dif- 
ferent? Timecannotchangemen. Death 
cannot change men. Chrisécan, Where- 





fore “ put on Christ.” 


[Vol. XXXIIL, No. 13.5 


































THEO. C. KNAUFF COMPANY, 
CHURCH ORCANS. 


THE OLDEST ORGAN MANUFACTORY IN THECOUNTRY, 
THE LARGEST IN THE WORLD, 
General Offices and Warerooms: 
Neos.238-244 Dean Mreet, Postedetphia,Pa. 
Works—Newark, Delaware. 
(sical Quality of erg aoe, Dee passed 
M ty of tone, orkmans pensar 
eat prices consistent with good work. 
rrespondence § solicit _. Rs 


CHURCH, HALL, AND LODGE 


Farnitare, Pualpits, Chairs, Pews, etc. 
BAETER C. SWAN, 24 & 26 8. 24 Bt., Phila., Fa, 


DANNERS FOR, SUNDAY- SCHOOLS, 
Stands, Toe. ee ree rice-list. 
c. 4. man a 00. 133 Ne 3a Phila., Pa. 
HSAs AxD AND 1 
SCO BROS, Baltimore, M 
Send for illustrated catnlogee. 
CHURCH LAMPS AND CHANDELIERS 
WITH OUR CELEBRATED BURNERS, 


py teed,or nosale, Es 
timate given cost and descriptivecata. 


logue Tarnished 09 Cis 
No. se sonia id Bt Philadelphia, Pa. 


well on small pgp & a aga 

YS price, for ol be of oy Ree 

Bend to s0spagnCateogue re 
MoALLISTER, Mtg. Optician, 49 Nessan 8t., Hew 


McSHANE BELL FOUNDRY, 
Best quality vig ts perand tia BELLS 


reid BELLS. 
Scud teas free. ye this paper. 
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Parsons &SonsCo. 


LIMITED, 
Kissena Nurseries, Flushing, N. ¥. 
offer 


Rhododendrons 


of American grown hardy sorts. ’ 


Hardy Azaleas. 


For other rare and old plants see Catalogue 








Not fs 
wi. Pane eee girs, Jersey. i 





IMPROVED 


; EXCELSIOR 





calNCUBATOR 


and one ee to 
hatche 


= 


F - for Thus. 
Circulars free. CEO.H.STAHL, QUINCY, | 


McMULLEN’S WOVEN WIRE FENCING. 
Best Steel Wire, Galvanized. Prices reduced, Sold 
by dealers. Freight ‘a THE McMULLEN 

WOVEN WIRE FENC ., Chicago, Ills. 


“THE NEW MODEL “HALL.” 



















AP FECT Trrew RITKR, BEST Mawryon: DER. 
TKRMS TO AGENTS LIBERAL. PORTABLE, INEXPEN- 
sIveE. WRiTres ALi Sg oo AG¥S. 
Read Howells’ s Opinion. 

“T wish to exprens my oer Ab sati faction with 





the Hall a. —_ and atieouens are 
both more atte t an hag er typewriter that 
know, and \t is simply a pleasure to use it. Itisdelight- 
fally simple and man le. W.D. Howes.’ 


Send for Catalogue and Specimens of Work. 
Address N. Typewriter Co.,10 Temple P1., Boston. 


~~ AGENTS, WAKE UP! 


All the ee J eee ateut rates. Don't 
be before sending orders to 
sen. 30 anys? ye credit 


Pela oe xn. os dear. TH ace, 


AS oranna for THE LIFE OF GEN. 


Re ee 0. 0. Howarp. The 














organ of equal capacity. 


For Churches, Chapels, Lotiges, Colleges of Music, Private Music Rooms, 
and the Home, itis invaluable, and has no equal. 


MASON & RISCH, 


VOCALION. 


The Greatest Musical Invention of the 
XIXth Century. 





Itis undistin ishable in tone from a 
finely vaiced pipe organ. 


It 


—— 


om requires tuning. 
It costs one-half the price of a pipe’ 


Organists, and the clergy, 
hail its advent with unqualified 
satisfaction. 





GRATEFUL—COMFORTING, 


EPPS'S COCOA. 


BREAKFAST. 


“ Byathorough ceowtatge ofthe naturallaws which 

bye ce tue operations of digestion and nutrition, and 
Ss careees Sees of the fine we sepertins of well. 

ected Cocoa, M ps has prov our break fas' 

tables with a del Gaia Flavored beverage which may 

save us many heavy doctors’ bills. It is by the judl. 

cious use of tack articles of diet that a constitution 
be gradually built up until strong enough to resist 

disease. Hundr 


may 
phat tendency 
dies are floating around us ready to Page wherever 
there isa weak point. We maar ogcny a fatal 
shaft by keeping ~ T well fortified od with pure 
ee and iS properly nourished frame." — Civil Service 
ie simply with balling Naya ¢ or milk. 
Golden oid only In h a wi aie pound § tins, by Grocers, labeled thus: 
+» Homceo ic Chemists, 
ndon, England 


INSTANTANEOUS CHOCOLATE. 


No trouble, no beilin oie sready. Putupin1® 
tin cans at 7é&. 7 KPHE WHITMAN & SON 


inventors and only vt. +E Philadelphia, Pa. 


WE MAIL FREE 


or the ree 














to an address a 
sumple vial of 
RUBIFOAK 
aowe nt flavored. 

T & Co.,, Lowell. 3 Mas. 





Illustrated catalogue and | price li list sent to any address. 





NEW YORK WAREROOMS : 
JAMES W. CURRIER (Manager), 
10 East 16th i Street. 


MASON & RISCH, Factory, Worcester, Mass. 


CHICAGO WAREROOMS : 
Lyon, Porrsr, & Co., 
174, 176 Wabash » Avenue. — 




















you. 


a cilia ail tl ln lila 


prices 


tunes 





JUST — YOu WANT, and any Man, Woman 
“or Child can 
OUR CATA 


ever issued, sent to any address FREE, 
A. one-cent 


ostal card will get it for 
WRITE FOR IT NOW. 
CORNISH SRSA 


installment plan to suit all 
ONE SMALL PROFIT ON THE ACTUAL COST. 
4 BIG PROFITS and Commis- 





ir NOTHING. 


VE the best and finest 


for cash or upon an easy 


ckets. 
hat is Ours. 
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LuuoKe MFG, 00., 145 8 th ®t. Phlinia be 
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PAYMENTS 
Petco ge H 
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Magazine “Success with Flowers,” 


; 


25c. a year, will show the way—Sample copies free. 
ORDERS BY MAIL POST PAID, SAFE ARRIVAL GUARANTEED to all Post Offices. 


{i THE DINGEE & CONARD CO. 









lowe crower ™@ WEST GROVE, PA. 
on i ie ie 








This ts Not Wire. 





MADE OF 


Fer RESIDENCES, CHURCHES, CEMETERIES, FARMS GARDENS, Gates, 


Write for Milustrated Catalogue. No-.14. CENTRAL EXPANDED METAL CO. 
Hardware Men keepit, Give name of this paper. 


A SOLID STEEL FENCE. 





f 

fa 

7 

EXPANDED "METAL. 


116 Water St., Pittsburgh, Pa, 









PLANTS, 


GENTS 


A 


LADIES and GENTLEMER 





REER’S 


a DREER’S GARDEN CALENDAR for 1891 vowings face 


YY A DREER, 714 Chestnut 


va 


CARDEN 


SEEDS, 


ULSS, ar and | Requisites. 

mailed for 6c. 

edition Free. 
PA. 
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EASY and PERPETUAL 
ncomes can be made by AGENTS 


I 

selling the New Hygein 

Magnetic Corsets and Waiste. 
Popular prices, Big terms to agents. 

Apply for terms to 











aye authentic published. pen? ww omy 
ful’ hits naled. chou 0. Beeonnlo ont 
Beware of books with nameless authors re iN c 
N & ©O., Philadeiphia and Chicago. 





tbis 
standard work. Outfit, Be. ig B. Taxar, oes 





fo a. Catalogue ay WESTERN CORSET CO., 
1, Cuan BF ~» CINCINNATI, O, St. Louis, Mo. 
"0 for Life of GEN. SHERMAN. = 
AGEKI 3 the popular historian, J. T. Rescue, BACCY KNEES 
El) gantly os ne ypc rtrait. ttle -cenes, and Paes BNA ~~ REMEDIED. G@reely Pant 
mars. re, at once, choice of territo mail, 25 cemts. Agents wanted. 


er CREELY, 


715 Washington 8t., Boston, Mass, 








CHURCH Descrrprive CIRCULARS 
sions SAVED—THEY ARE YOURS. 
The Best ORCANS ON APPLICATION, ~~ 
bE ATS S: \m ek Durable HOOK & HASTINGS, Boston. 
wae . a ann ae a 
: a century. ose & Sons: PIANOS. 
RW ai, GE Established and 4 Reliable. ) 1GH QUALITY, LOW Caratog FASY sak BER 
) Washington, N. J. 170 THEMONT STREET. N, 
{PLAN TING FLOWERS: 
Hints ‘ 
Flower-planting over two-thirds of our broad get prospers until 
Don’ t H urry, ¥ after June. Consider your plans, and when ready, plant freely, there Mn oe 
are many varieties to choose from; plant thickly ig the weeds will hx no place; plant 2 
for sunshine, for shade, for hardiness, for color, for f nce, for cutting; and your beds 
and borders will be a joy till snow flies, OUR NEW GUIDE. 124 pages, FREE 70 ALL, Cn eeleeaaal 
describes and offers the Plants, Bulbs and Seeds to do it successfully, Our new Monthly ce 


A great many of the readers of The 
Sunday School Times wish to preserve 
| their papers and have them in convenient 
form for reference. The Binders now 
offered are of the same manufactute as 
those furnished during the ast three years 
and which have given such good satisfac- 
tion. The pepere can be placed in the 
binder week by week. The volume is 
not cramped at the back as when the old 
styleof binder is used, but opens wide and’ 
easy like a flexible-sewed book. 

With the expectation that, in many 
cases, club subscribers will be glad to 
order the Binder through the one who 
forms the club, the price has been made 
very low when two or more of them are 
ordered. 

Tar Sryuezs. 


Full cloth, stiff sides, stamped. 
Single one, 75 cents, and, if mailed, 15 cents 


1 
additho nal. 
. Two or more, @ cents each. If mailed, 15 


cents each additional. 
Cloth and fuller’s board, flexible. 
excellent Binder, akhough very plain, 


Single one, 50 ceuts, and 10 cents additional 
“— oa “40 cents each, if mafled, 
oor 8 
10 cents each additional. ”" 

The flexible Binder makes a handier 
volume for the reader, while the stiff 
Binder may be soniewhat better for the 
permanent preservation of th< papers. 


Address, John D, Wattles, 1031 Walnut 
Street, Philadelphia, Pa, 


An 





In ordering goods, or én. enbing inquiry con- 
cerning anything advertised in this paper, vou 
will oblige the publisher, as well as the adver- 
tiser, by stating that you saw the advertisemcnt 
‘| in The Sunday School Times. 













































































‘ “NO WORDS 
can equal personal observation. ” 
a you never seen a house thoroughly cleaned 


SAPOLIO ? 
bright, 















: W. L. DOUCLAS 
j $3 SHOE CENTLEMEN. 
5° Sepatne and - sowed, on elegant 
84-00 Hand-sewed Welt. Afine 


Shoe 
$3- 50 fetes Welt is yo 


$3: 50 Seas oc is especially 
$g-00 for Ladies, ts Congrom Button apd Lace, | 


Price. 
nates is = 
S$q.00 Bien erdsatnucr and $1.75 for 


Ali ited and 
goods Warren agent cannot suprig 


price ga kt aang ae. 


a Se Se —Gee- dealers and G I 


89-50 Dongola Shs “thee far Ee 


-O’NEII L, 


Sixth Avenue, 20th to 2ist Street, "Now York. 





SPECIAL 


CATALOGUE. 


We beg to inform our many friends and patrons that the 
Spring Edition of our Mlustrated Catalogue, illustrating 
and describing our many departments, will be ready. about 
April 1.* Sent free of charge upon application. 
name at once, as the issué will be limited. 


H. O'NEILL & CO., 
SIXTH AVENUE, 20th and 2ist STREET, 
NEW YORK. | 


NOTICE. 


Send in your 














Hints on Child -Training. | | 


By the Rev. H. CLAY TRUMBULL, D.D. 


SS 





school or the Sunday-school. 


a theorist. 
induction and practical experience, 


important as more positive means. 
beautiful and helpful. 


many who have, will find its pages full 
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This work is the ripest result of the lifetime study and ex- 
perience of a Christian educator, in the sphere of the home train- 
ing of children, as distinct from their teachings in the week-day 
Every precept in its pages has been 
tested by the principles of Christian philosophy and by actual 
experiment in more than one generation of little ones. 

The Christian Register, of Boston, 

The author explains that these hints had been arrived at by 
They are marked throughout by wisdom 
eand kindliness, and a sympathy and interest in child-life. 
difference between the method of child-training presented in this book and 
that of the old régime as between the old and brutal methods of horse- 
breaking and those of Baucher and Bartholomew. Dr. Trumbuill's object is, 
not to crush the child's will, but to train it. 
the child, and finds that letting alone as a means of child+traini 
The spirit of the book throsighout is 


It is really a volume for the training of parents and 
teachers. Those who have not had e 


A book of over 300 pages, size 7% 5% inches, beautifully | 
~ound in cloth and gold. Price, $1.00.. For sale by booksellers, 
ar mailed, postpaid, by the fublisher. 


JOHN D. WATTLES, Pustisuer, 
1031 Walnut Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 





says: ‘ This book is not the work ot 


There is as much 


He respects the individuality of 
ing is as 


rience with children, as well as 





interest and suggestion.” 


Canvassers wanted. 




















of water. Churches, 
schools and so- 





- EVERY LADY 


Should know what to wear, and where toget it. For 


NEWEST STYLES AND LOWEST PRICES 


write for our illustrated spring 


CATALOGUE. Free. 





2 Send fer _—e 
JAMES McCREERY & CO.,_ 
Importers and Dealers in Fine Dry Goods, 


Breadway,. Cor. Eleventh St., New York. 


ay Som EVER READY. | 
7: DRESS S S TAY Becwtsi weet 





ae worn by man, woman, or child. acoe. 
mM LER BE 503-505 Gih Avenue, N.¥ 
“cl fast” 
BLACK STOCKINGS. 


Money Refunded if they 
Stain the Feet or Fade. 
THE CLEANFAST 
HOSIERY Co., 


Place, Boston; 
61 Enctid Av 








Mevela 
51 Race St.. " Giacinmat, 0. 
Sa Send for price-tist. 


Guide, with maps, prices, terms, and re- 
yn i ST oe ie ae | 
of charge on application. - ree 


Land Commissioner C. & N. W. R’y., CHICAGO, ILL. 








a Soil 
Aa adapted to all 


sale at very low prices, and 
On unusually liberal terms. A 


Cc. E. SIMMONS, 


| SHR " GLOVE THUMB RETROGRADE" 





Seamed Mitts cannot Rip, are a Perfect Fit, Pure Silk, 
and are manufactured only by the Jennings Lace Works, 
N.Y. All Large Dealers Keep Them. 


2 be ee ee a oa 
CATALOGUE ss" 20 

sure to make us yo 
erders for all kinds of goods for we r a house- 
jab pee eee TO Please send full 
anme a D. MATTHEWS & SONS, 
398, 400, 402, ‘and 404 Paion 8t., Brooklyn, New York. 








qangettt 


Absolutely Pure. 
A cream of tartar baking powder. Highest 
of all in leavening strength.— U. S. Government 
Report, August 17, 1889. 








EDUCATIONAL. 


eh ca 


an more ae ment a introduce our im 
practical sh 





professional newspaper reporters, and wu enable any 
one to ew a one tent ste 

THE N LEGE OF PHONOGRAPHY, 
aA Weet 23d Street, New York 


“DO NOT STAMMER.” 


Miss Hattie Bean, Moosic, Pa., writes: “I was a 
very bad stammerer, but a few AL under your 
instruction relieved me of my impediment, which 
was hereditary.in our family.” Refer also to John D. 
Wattles, een sher of The Sunday School Times, 

Send to phietto E. 8S. JOHNSTON'S 
Insti cutee Gormer — and Spring Garden 
Streets, Priladciphia Po 


soe AME RING: conse 


Correction,” with refere 
Ss FJ. E. THORPE, Newton Centre, 1 tre, Mess. 


OFFER WITHOUT A PARALLEL. 


I will_sell you a sane Sgr ticket to Avon Park, 
South Florida, at regular rate, $82.75, which in 
cludes one week’s hotel board free wae trip at 
same rate and two ph oe 4 board free. 

0. M. CROSBY, 99 Franklin St., bf York. 


UROPE AND THE HOLY Ss Re Round 


$7 tithea Oe Ocean ~ 


Hered a ter eal ye pe Sea gg hg 
le. H. Gaze & Son, 940 Broadway, N. Y. (Estab. 1844.3 


WESTERN FARM MORTGAGE 
$f,506,000 TRUST GO. Sib0;c00 


DENVER, COLORADO. 
First Mortgage Loans 


and Cold Debentures. 

Snow Offices: 71 State St., Albany, N.Y.; 40 Wall 
N.Y. City; Rialto Bdgy, Boston ; Bullitt Bdg , 
Shits, Pa.: 2&8 Cornhill and Liovds, London. Ene. 


Manhattan Life Insurance Co., New York. 


« YOU HAVE LIVED AND WON. 
For example of its operation, address the com- 
pany, giving your age. 


AMERICAN 
FIRE INSURANCE Co., 


208 and 310 Walnut Street, Philadelphia. 



































a L@AN AGENCY, Fairbury, Ne- 
a Joans nfoney in ‘Nebraska for persons 
eae, ond es it net them 6 LF a oo cent, For 
a and references write for cir 








Prints cards, la- 
oan éc. Circular 
ress, §8. Small 
hewsps r size, 
o your 
printing and 
aay ver rel sing. 
Make money 
printing for oth- 
ers. Fun forspare 
nd 2 











hours. easy, printed rules. Se 
stamps for catalog NeLseY & Co” type, cards, &c. to 
aeuary CO., Meriden, Conn. 





Mirrors, Choice mo Engrav- 
ings, Picture Frames, 


E ARLE’S Galleries of Paintings, 
No. 816 Chestnut Street, Waakndotehta. 











Knit to Fit. 


No Tortured Toos. No Bunches at the 
Hee's. No Wrinkles Over the instep. 


(Trade Mark.) 
Made to conform to the shape of the foot. 
Save darning; the big toe, 
having room enough, stays inside 
the stocking. A sure relief for in- 
growing nails, corns, or bunions. 
Made in ali qualities; fast black 
or colors. Men's only at present. 


Wi i] 
Try a Pair. trrmediam Sales 










stamps 0! 





SE 
TUART'S sProo. “COTTON 
a Old Established and Reliable. 


old by ail Lead ng Dry Goods and Notions Jobbers. 





WAULENHOSE CO. 78 Chauncy St., Boston, Mass. 








‘The @unday ‘School ‘Times intends to admit ony a that are trustworth 


ublisher will refund to su 


re any money that they lose 


- Should, however, an advertisement of : party not in good standing be inadvertently inserted, 











































































